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Catherine 
Did It! 


By Suzanne Rotondo 


Hollywood is always looking for new 
ways to sell their films to consumers. This 
year, Carolco Corp. has chosen lesbian/bi 
identity as their bold new concept. The film is 
Basic Instinct, and it was filmed Jast year in 
the Queer capitol of america, San Francisco. 
The writer is none other than Joe Eszterhas— 
he also scripted Fatal Attraction and Jagged 
Edge—who was paid a record high of $2 
million to write the screenplay. The film is 
easily recognizable as part of the grand Hol- 
lywood tradition of underrepresenting and 
misrepresenting marginalized groups. 

The plot is extremely simple. It’s the 
tired old storyline of macho cops, car chases, 
bars and queasy hetero-sex scenarios. Yawn. 
The scenes are loosely strung together by the 
even older stereotypes of sexuality; man- 
hating psychopathic dykes; Black man as 
sexual stud; and bi-women as confused, 
untrustworthy and manipulative. Beneath 
these stereotypes lies the straight white male 
nightmare/erotic fantasy. Briefly, the plot 
consists of a bisexual woman novelist—Sha- 

ron Stone—who is writing books about 
women who ice-pick men to death. These 
stories come true and then Michael Douglas 
tries to figure out if the writer is doing the 
killing or if the readers are doing it (an ugly 
reversal of the reality of male copycat serial 
killers who stalk women throughout america). 
Essentially, his investigation into this writer’s 
life turns into a “hot and dangerous” affair. 

It has all the makings of another boring 
Hollywood bust, except for the dangerously 
homophobic, misogynist and racist myths it 
perpetuates. All of the “gay” women are 
white professionals who are modeled after 
white male images of the “beautiful woman”. 
The film resonates with pornographic por- 
trayals of “lesbians” (set up for male pom 
consumer audiences) who come alive and 
fulfill men’s wildest hopes/fears. Yes, they 
touch each other (barely), but they really 
want men, whom they love to watch their 
lovers fuck, which is exactly what the bi- 
sexual character says to her partner as she’s 
seducing Michael Douglas. 

Based on the film, one could gather any 
of the following: All lesbians/bi women are 
white and wealthy; no women of color are 
lesb/bi; all writers/cops are white; possibly, 
all people are white...well, except for some 
Black men who are STUDS. Some other 
stereotypes in the film: lesbian tries to kill 
man because his manhood poses a threat to 
her relationship; dyke is a woman who wants 
to be aman, as Michael D. refers to the lover, 
Roxy as ‘Rocky’ and says, “Hey, isn’t your 
girlfriend the fuck of the century?” And in 
case the violence against women went over 
anyone’ s head, they include adate rape scene. 
The rape is never addressed as such, nor does 
this brutal behavior tamish Michael D.’shero 
status. It is actually justified later on as we 
leam that the rape victim is bisexual and in 
fact one of the murder suspects. 


Continued on Page 9 
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RU 486: A Medical Miracle ? 


By Janice Raymond 


Many women actively engaged in the cam- 
paign for the right of allwomen to have a safe 
and legal abortion have joined pharmaceuti- 
cal and medical researchers to hailRU486 as 
‘the wonder drug of the century’. Support for 
the drug among women has been further 
heightened by the rise in anti-abortion activ- 
ism in many parts of the world, which is 
steadily gaining ground and fighting hard to 
have RU486 banned. Janice Raymond, from 
the Institute on Women and Technology, and 
a professor in Women’s Studies at UMass/ 
Amherst, urges us to take a more critical look 
at RU486 in particular and reproductive 
technology as a whole. This article was origi- 
nally published in Spare Rib, the British so- 
cialist-feminist magazine and it in part dis- 
cusses drug trials performed on RU486 in 
England. It will be important for American 
Feminists to carefully examine those results 
before welcoming RU486 as the solution to 
the American dilemma of future state-by- 
State dismantlement of abortion rights. 
Raymond warns against what can sometimes 
be a knee-jerk support of abortion technol- 
ogy for fear of playing into the hands of the 
right wing. 


The rapid rise of RU 486 is unusual in 
the world of slow-moving approval of new 
drugs. Tested in trials after only 18 months of 
animal studies, and marketed in France after 
only 5 years of research, RU 486 is soon to be 
released in Britain and appears poised to 
follow in Scandinavia. 

The introduction of RU 486 is also 
taking place historically as anti-abortion fun- 
damentalism is gaining ground. Anti-abortion 
activism was said to beresponsible for Roussel 
Uclaf, the pharmaceutical company that de- 
veloped RU 486, withdrawing distribution of 
the chemical abortifacient one month after 
the French government had approved it in 
1989. Claude Evin, the French Minister of 
Health, then ordered the company to put RU 
486 back onthe market as ‘the moral property 
of women.’ : 

Since then, anti-abortion groups have 
been active in fighting its release, even for 
non-abortive purposes, in other countries. 
(Other proposed uses of the drug include 
treatment for breast cancer, glaucoma, dila- 
tion of the cervix in labor, and even cancer of 
the prostate in men.) In opposition to this 
right-wing threat, many feminist groups have 
rallied to a striking defense of its benefits for 
women. Contradicting the dissenting history 
of the feminist women’s héalth movement 
worldwide, many feminists (e.g. the US 
Feminist Majority Foundation) have joined 
with family planning and population control 
groups (e.g. the Population Council, which 
developed Norplant, a dubious new long- 
lasting contraceptive implant) and pharma- 
ceutical and medical researchers to promote 
RU 486 as the ‘wonder drug of the century’. 

There isan urgent neéd formore critical 
discussion of RU 486, nor on the terms of the 
antiabortionists, who have unfortunately 
raised the health and safety issues about the 


drug for their own opportunistic campaign 
against abortion. Rather, questions must be 
asked about the difficulties in using the drug, 
its mandatory medical supervision, the per- 
sistent and severe bleeding and pain that 
many women experience, the continuing risk 
of incomplete pregnancies after administra- 
tion, and the possibility for teratogenic af- 
fects (malformation causing) in childrenborn 
after failed chemical abortions. 

All these questions have been muted by 
the knee-jerk response from some propo- 
nents of the drug that any woman who raises 
objections, orevenconcerns about RU 486, is 
playing into the hands of the right-wing. 
Presumably, the recognition that as women 
we stand on our own, with independent criti- 
cal judgements, has been one of the vital 
legacies of this wave of feminism. Women 
have the right to safe and effective abortions, 
but women also have the right to question 
whether RU 486 fulfills those claims. 

Much of the positive reaction to RU 
486 has thus far depended on studies done by 
the Roussel Uclaf team. In a comprehensive 
survey of medical journal articles done for a 
pending report on RU 486, the authors found 
that almost 90% of the literature reiterates the 
Roussel Uclaf findings and was, in fact, writ- 
ten by Roussel Uclaf affiliates.* Obviously, 
the drug company, which has a huge financial 
investment at stake, will be looking toreap its 
share of the enormous profits that have tradi- 
tionally accrued from otherreproductive drugs 
used on women’s bodies. 

How does RU 486 work? 

Whatexactly is RU 486? In most media 
reports about the drug, it is described as an 
anti-hormone which blocks the production of 
progesterone ina woman’s uterus. Progester- 
one is a female hormone necessary tu pro- 
duce and sustain the lining of the uteriss in 
order that a fertilized egg can implant itself 
there and develop. If taken within atime limit 
of 42-49 days after the last menstrual period, 
RU 486, if it is used in combination with 
prostaglandins (another synthetic drug which 
among other effects causes contractions), 
prevents the maintenance of the uterine lin- 
ing, thus terminating an ongoing pregnancy. 
Sounds simple, but it’s not. It leads people to 
believe that the anti-progesterone activity of 
RU 486 is localized, and does not affect other 
parts of the female body. 

The most important center in the body 
forthe production of hormones is the pituitary 
gland, which is located at the base of the 
brain. Often referred to as the ‘master gland’, 
it is the site of many so-called instincts such 
as hunger, thirst and sleep. Together with the 
hypothalamus—the region on the brain that 
regulates the central nervous system, heart, 
abdominal organs, emotions and moods—it 
controls other glands in the body. Some stud- 
ies have shown that RU 486 interferes with 
this ‘hypothalamic-pituitary axis’ and may 
therefore have unexpected and thus unnoted, 
disturbances in the body’s metabolism. It 
may also interfere with future ovulation. 

Proponents of RU 486 such as Etienne 
Baulieu, its inventor, admit that the function 


of progesterone, and thus of anti-progesterone 
chemicals such as RU 486, in other areas of 
the body ‘is not well understood’. Other re- 
searchers are concemed about progesterone’s 
influence on the central nervous system, es- 
pecially on cortical (brain) function. When 
RU 486 blocks progesterone in the uterus, its 
effects on other parts of the body where 
progesterone is also found could be serious. 
Most significant, the full metabolic impact of 
the drug, by the researchers’ own admission, 
is ‘not well researched’. 

What Could be More Simple Than 
Swallowing a Pill? 

The major selling point of the drug has 
been that it will fundamentally change the 
abortion experience for women. Proponents 
make many claims for RU 486. They main- 
tain it will: , 

1) Privatize abortion and allow women 
to control the experience. 

2) De-medicalize abortion and prevent 
anti-abortion harassment of women since, 
they say, it can be taken in the privacy of 
one’s own home. 

3) Make abortion safe, effective and 
non-invasive in contrast to so-called surgical 
abortion which, all of a sudden, is portrayed 
as not-so-safe, not-so-effective, and invasive. 
The term ‘surgical’ abortion is deceptive 
since most first trimester abortions are suction 
abortions and require only a local anesthetic. 

Asone US columnist wrote, ‘what could 
be more private than taking a pill? How could 
a state control swallowing?’ 

The medical literature tells another 
story, belying the myth of the do-it-yourself 
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LETTER TO THE 
COMMUNITY 


Hello production is hellish but we still 
want to say hi. 

What’s upat the paper? We're working 
on Our mission statement, to redefine our 
sense of direction within the various com- 
munities we work to reflect. We'll call you 
when it’s finished. (Probably this time next 
month,) 

And now it’s time to get serious. 

Every month we write our letter to the 
community as a plea: please write for us, 
come work with us, please send us news of 
your particular struggles, your particular vi- 
sions for this community. Every day we are 
brainstorming ways to jumpstart a dialogue 
in the community, to get women interacting 
with the paper and using it as a forum. At 
some point, cvery month, we become angry 
because we have heard little about the last 
month’s issue, except, perhaps, that it wasn’t 
good enough or interesting enough, or that 
women only pick it up to read the comics. We 
don't know how to say it any differently: this 
is 4 community paper and it is only good as 
the work that women put into it. The paper 
will not be reflective of what you think is 
important unless you make an effort to have 
your perspective included. It is out of the 
exhaustion and frustration of these things that 
we become angry about what seems to be 
apathy. We don’t claim to be martyrs and we 
have no interest in being heroines. What we 
want is to make the paper a resource to 
women. It can’t be done unless you present 
your valuable knowledge to the community 
via this paper. Get it? 

Thanks tothe women and organizations 
who take the time to acknowledge our exist- 
ence/efforts. We send good wishes to those 
who contribute to the paper with their writ- 
ing, resources and other support. 

HEY!! We almost forgot. There’s 
going tobea TAG SALE fundraiser sometime 
before summer. When you clean out your 
closet/attic, please donate your junk to the 
Valley Women’s Voice and we'll let you 
know which sunny day we’re going to hold 
the tag sale on. 

Love, the Valley Women’s Voice 
Collective. 


SUSAN FORTGANG, L.LC.S.W 
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Individuals, Couples And Familes 


Insurance accepted 
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LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR 


> 
Please Note: In the future all letters 


to the editor addressed to the Valley 
Women's Voice must include a phone 
number (for those with no phone, a clear 
return address) for confirmation. The VWV 
will not print letters which do not include 
any method of contacting the writer for 
confirmation. 


The following letter was originally ad- 
dressed to the Calendar, and a copy of it was 
sent to the Valley Women’s Voice. 

5 March, 1992 

To the Calendar: 

As you can see by the enclosed flier, 
The Community Center Project remains the 
Lesbian Gay Bisexual Community Center 
Project. It would be wonderful if you could 
make this correction in next month’s Calen- 
dar. This is purely a working title foraloosely 
formed group of individuals. When the Cen- 
ter is up and running, its name will be the 
decision of its Steering Committee and/or its 
members. As an individual lesbian who has 
been working on this project for months now, 
and not speaking for the group as a whole, I 
can say I have done what I can to ensure the 
process is open and welcoming to al! of our 
various communities. My vision of the com- 
munity center is a place that will be safe and 
productive for all members of our communi- 
ties, welcoming to both separatists and leather 
folk, to gay 12-step groups and committed 
allies and everyone in between. We may not 
all want to share a room together at once, but 
Ido believe that we can one day find a way to 
be able to use the same center and make room 
for each other and support our common 
struggles. 

On another topic, I need to let you 
know that the editorial in the March Calendar 
did a great deal to make me invisible as a 
lesbian. I’m sure this was not the Calendar’s 
intent, but the effect was very hurtful to me, 
personally. I have been involved in the serics 
of meetings that began last June and worked 
with other lesbians to make the Pride March 
Vote as fair and open a process as possible, 
and it tured into quite a success. The rule of 
thumb for political groups that I have often 
heard repeated is that approximately 10% of 
any group or organization are “leaders”. The 
fact that 400 people showed up to vote in 
Northampton for an event that draws roughly 
2,000 people from all over Southern New 
England is, then, a significant success. Iam 
not claiming that the process was perfect; 
only that it was quite successful for what it 
was. It is a fallacy that is both divisive and 
hurtful to suggest that only bisexual people 


voted for the Lesbian Gay Bisexual Pride 
March title. It implies that all people of any 
given sexual orientation necessarily think 
alike. It makes me invisible as a lesbian who 
cast her vote that day along with over 280 
others, whose orientation was not recorded 
on the anonymous ballots. 

I also have to ask who is served when 
anyone tries to label the sexual orientation of 
anyone else. The Seigels have, I believe, been 
unfairly singled out for abuse by some people 
in the area who label them as heterosexual 
when they each self-identify as bisexual. I 


/ know how angry I would be if someone tried 


to imply that I am not a “real” lesbian. I’m 
sure many of us have had that very experience 
with a psychiatrist, clergy member or family 
member. How can we accept our own Iesbian 
sisters trying to identify others in this way? 
Especially when, whether I agree with their 
life choices and politics or not, I must admit 
that the Seigels have done a great deal of 
work toward lesbian gay and bisexual libera- 
tion over the years They have worked on 
Pride Marches in past years, they support 
lesbian owned businesses and often make in- 
kind service donations and yes, they do have 
certain privileges as a married couple. What 
needs to be examined here is the issue of 
privilege. Al! of us experience privilege in 
some way, if not as women or as lesbians, 
then perhaps as white people or as tempo- 
rarily able-bodied people. It is what we as 
individuals choose to do with our privilege 
that we should each examine about ourselves 
and acknowledge among our colleagues. I 
personally know people of all sexual orienta- 
tions who worked diligently to pass the Mas- 
sachusetts Civil Rights Bill; I also know 
people of all orientations who would never 
set foot in a gay-owned business or a Pride 
March. In my eyes, I could not tell the em- 
ployees of Lotus, forexample, that they should 
not reap the benefits of that company’s do- 
mestic partner health benefit policy until such 
benefits exist for us all. Nor could I tell the 
Seigels that marriage is not an appropriate 
way for them to express their relationship 
until such an option exists for us all. I cannot 
make such life choices for others and I Iet no 
one make them for me. But I can examine 
what individuals do with the privilege they do 
possess, and 1 find that many times, people do 
not even acknowledge being privileged in 
any way. What comes to mind is a quote from 
Lillian Hellman which I find enlightening in 
the current climate: “Since when do you have 
lo agree with people to defend them from 
injustice?” 

Talso wonder if the lesbian community 
that reads the Calendar might have been 
better served by publishing the names of their 
own lesbian representatives on the Steering 
committee. The only names published were 
two of the bisexual representatives. I, for one, 
would like to know whom I, as a lesbian, 


ia Oe a ae 
CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENT 
LISTINGS 

The Valley Women's Voice prints an. 
nouncements and publicizes events of interest 
to women. L jstings are free and should bekept 
to 5 lines in length. (Items will be edited to fit 
space constraints.) Announcements for non. 
profit organizations will be give preference 
and additional space when itis available, _ 

Calendar listings should provide the 

following information: name, date, time, and 
location, cost (sliding scale? work exchange?), 
a statment about accessibility {o; 
disabled women (wheelchairaccessible? ASL 
interpreted?), and a phone number for inguir- 
ies. 


sponsor , 


A nominal fee is charged to print 
photographs accompanying calendar/an- 
nouncement listings. Only black-and-white 
photographs can be accepted. Duc to space 
constraints, we may not be able to accept all 
photographs for publication, and preference 
will be given to non-profit organizations. 


could contact with any questions or concerns 
I may have. I believe there is a lesbian on the 
Steering Committee who also goes to U.Mass., 
but she, like myself in a different way, has 
also been made invisible by the “U.Mass, 
bisexual conspiracy” fallacy. 

Finally, I would like to thank you in 
advance for correcting the Community Cen- 
ter Project announcement. We all know how 
powerful a tool language is, and the impor- 
tance of self-identification. As a member of 
the Lesbian Gay Bisexual Community Cen- 
ter Project, I thank you for your support in 
announcing our meetings. 

Peace, 

Karen Bellavance 


The Calendar responds: “The Calen- 
dar in no way intended to belittle the impor- 
tant work being done by the Lesbian Gay 
Bisexual Community Center Project Com- 
mittee. We were literally making a joke on 
the semantics of the name. The information 
that the LGB Community Center Project 
Committee sent us included the phrase “Les- 
bian/ Gay/ Bisexual/ Sexual Minorities’. The 
Calendar apologizes for any misunderstand- 
ing.” 

The names of the lesbian representa- 
fives on the Steering Committee for the 1992 
Lesbian Gay Bisexual Pride March: Aileen 
Journey; Alisa Klein; Carol LaPlante; 
Trystan Skeigh; and the alternate lesbian 
representative is Martha Nelson. The bisexual 
women representatives are Mikki Seigel and 
Ali Woolwich. 
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Commentary 


This commentary was written by several 
es 5 of the Valley Women’s Voice Collec- 

A special suidy on incidence of sexual 
assault reported by UMass students and staff 
during the academic year of 1991 has been 
compicted by aresearcherat the Everywoman’s 
Center. The data for this report, commissioned 
by the Sexual Assault Advisory Committee at 
UMass, was compiled through the use of a 
Sexual Assault Centralized Report Form at the 
cight offices represented on the Committee. 
Every student or staff member who reports a 
Tape, attempted rape, physical assault,or sexual 
harassment to Residential Education, Mental 
Health, the Dean of Students Office, UMass 
Police, University Health Services, the Vice 
Chancellor of Student Affairs Office, Aca- 
demic Counseling and Support Services, the 
Victim/Witness Program at the District 
Attomey’s Office or the Counselor/Advocate 
Program atthe Everywoman’s Center, isasked 
the questions on the report form and the formis 
then sent to the researcher, Janet Lohmann, at 
the Everywoman’s Center. 

Thiscentralized datacompilationsystem 
is believed to be the first of its kind instituted at 
any campus across the country. The report, 
also written by Janet Lohmann, uses the data 
from September 1990 to May 1991; however, 
the report forms are still being used and 
Lohmann continues to tabulate month to month 
data. Reportedly, Lohmann completed the re- 
port in January of this year. However, Eilcen 
Stewart, Asisstant Dean of Students, and Sara 
Boye from the Vice Chancellor of Student 
Affairs Office, both of whom sit on the Sexual 
Assault Advisory Committce, have said that 
they don’t know when the report will be offi- 
cially released. The VWYV has heard that the 
two month delay is the result of multiple revi- 
sions which have been ordered by the admin- 
istration to make this report more palatable to 
the public. 

The report is currently sitting in the 
Chancellor’s Office. John Leheny, a repre- 
sentative from that office, says that Chancellor 
O’Brien first saw the report on January 30, 
“questions were raised”, the report was sent 
back to the Committee, and the revised version 
was given to him on March 27. Leheny said 
that the Chancellor considered this document 
to be very important and would not rush his 
reading of it, which was estimated tobe finished 
in 7-10 days. When asked if the expected 
release date could be put at two weeks from 
now, Leheny sounded doubtful and said that it 

depended on how long it would take the Com- 
mittee to print 300 copies. 
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_ This report will provide necessary infor- 
mation in looking at how and where reported 
Sexual assaults occur. Only about 5% of all 
Tapes arc reported, so this data would be only a 
small pool of the sexual assaults perpetrated 
against UMass.community members. The re- 
portcould potentially be further used toexamine 
truths and stereotypes around sexual violence. 
It might be able to show whether a significant 
percentage of reported sexual assaults are 
perpetrated in the dormitories, orat off-campus 
gatherings, or in fratemities. It could show 
whether first year students report more as- 
Saults, or whether or not alcohol plays a sig- 
nificant role in sexual violence. 

The fact that this report has been re- 
searched, compiled and will (eventually) be 
released is commendable. However, questions 
remain unanswered. Why should statistics on 
violence against women be ‘revised’ at all? 
Did the changes substantially alter the facts 
originally presented in order to placate the 
administration’s image concerns? If the 
Chancellor considers this to be an important 
topic, why does he not signal his concem by 
immediately releasing this information per- 
taining to women’s safety at UMass? What 
good reason is there for putting these findings 
through editorial changes and bureaucratic 
processes when they can help in the investi- 
gation and prevention of sexual assault at the 
University? Most importantly, when will 
women—whether survivors of sexual violence 
or not—be able to exercise their nght to have 
access to this information? 

As April is Sexual Assault Awareness 

month, the fact that this report still sits in 
Whitmore is absurd. We may never get good 
answers to most of the questions asked above. 
Butwe will beable to see when the Chancellor's 
Office releases this, O’ Brien’s office is doubtful 
it will be released in the next two weeks. There 
are six weeks left in the semester. Will women 
at UMass get to see these statistics before the 
pandemonium of finals? Maybe Whitmore will 
find it advisable to release this report close to 
summertime. Maybe women will kick Chan- 
cellor O’Brien’s door down before they leave 
for the summer and demand to see the report. 
What about it, Chancellor? Will you fulfill 
your duty to the women at this University and 
release this reportas soon as possible or do we 
have to come get it ourselves? 


W.W.T.M.C., Dept. W, Box 22 Walhalla, MI 49458 616-757-4766 
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Newsbriefs « Newsbriefs 


INDONESIAN WOMEN AT RISK: 
Close to half’a million women in Indonesia 
have received the contraceptive implant 
Norplant since 1987 in a compulsory birth 
control program.which consumes two-thirds 
of the world’s production of Norplants. The 
contraceptive, manufactured by Leiras, a Finn- 
ish pharmaceutical company, is a group of 
rubber rods placed under the skin ofa woman's 
arm which release synthetic hormones and 
provide upto five years of birth control. If these 
implants are not removed in time, they carry a 
serious risk of ectopic pregnancy (located in 
the fallopian tubes, not the womb) which can 
result in sudden death by massive internal 
hemorrhaging. According to social researcher 
Ines Smyth of Oxford University, there is no 
adequate program in Indonesia for keeping 
track of who has them nor for their removal 
beginning this year. The government of Indo- 
nesia—the world’s fifth most populous coun- 
try at 185 million people—is enthusiastic about 
Norplant because women who have been im- 
planted with the devices have no possibility of 
getting pregnant. Other aspects of Indonesia’s 
family planning schemes include systematic 
intimidation used to make women accept con- 
traception and indifference to women’s actual 
health, says Smyth. In remote areas, health 
authorities visit villages accompanied by In- 
donesian troops, and authorities make it clear 
that unless local birth contro! quotas are filled, 
villages will be punished. In the occupied ex- 
Portuguese colony of East Timor “very serious 
allegations are being made...that schoolgirls 
are being sterilized or injected with contracep- 
tives (such as Depo-Provera) without their 
knowledge,” Smyth said. Federal health au- 
thoritieshavenot yetapproved its usein Canada, 
even though Canadian foreign aid helps to pay 
for Indonesia’s Norplant program. Maternal 
mortality rates are extremely high in Indone- 
sia—450 for 100,000 live births. Only Ethio- 
pia has a worse rate. (The Ottawa Citizen on 
Activists Mailing List) 

D.C. APPROVES DOMESTIC 
PARTNERSHIP BILL: On March 3, the city 
council of Washington, D.C. unanimously 
adopted legislation that would allow gay and 
Straight partners to register with the city as 
couples. An amendment would allow unmar- 
ried relatives living together to register as do- 
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mestic partners. The bill would make domestic 
partners of city workers eligible for group 
health insurance. City employees would get 
sick leave or annual leave to care for an ill 
partner or family member. All health care 
facilities would honor a patient’s partner’s 
visitation rights. In D.C., both private- and 
public-sector employees may register as do- 
mestic partners, though extended health ben- 
efits apply only to District goverment em- 
ployees. Since the District isn’t a state, any 
legislation passed by the city council must be 
approved by Congress. If Congress does not 
oppose the bill within 30 days, it will automati- 
cally become law. There are 17 other cities 
with domestic partnership laws, including 
Cambridge, MA. Such legislation is pending 
or being organized in Boston and other major 
US. cities. (Workers’ World Service, 3-12-92) 


AIDS UPDATE: According to the 
Center for Disease Control in Atlanta, the 
number of AIDS cases in the U.S. is now over 
200,000. The first 100,000 cases occurred over 
the course of 8 years while the second 100,000 
cases occurred in 2 years. Officials expect that 
the next 100,000 cases will come even more 
quickly. 

Johns Hopkins University researchers 
have found that the standard skin test for tuber- 
culosis (TB) may have to be revised for people 
whoareHIV+. The researchers discovered that 
in people with latent TB, those who are also 
HIV+ produceda skin bump 50% smaller than 
those whoare HIV-. This smaller skin bump is 
too small to meet the 5mm standard that de- 
fines TB infection. 

According to a survey by Dr. Charles 
Lewis of UCLA, 48% of doctors illegally 
refuse HIV+ patients. Another survey found 
that 50% of 1,121 U.S. doctors would refuse if 
given a choice. Lewis cites doctors’ fear that 
HIV+ patients will lose their insurance and not 
be able to pay full fees. Another concern of 
doctors is that other patients won’t want to be 
treated by an ‘AIDS doctor’. One doctor sur- 
veyed said, “Am I caring for them? Are you 
kidding? I’m not going to get infected.” (AIDS 
info summarized from MEDNEWS computer 
mailing list 2-16-92 ) 
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By Ching-ying Chen 

Last month’s conference was organized 
by Mount Holyoke College students Anita 
Johnson, Anti Shetty, Jen Dillard, and Andrea 
Calderon and attended by five-college women. 
The March 4th student poetry reading and art 
exhibit celebrated the creativity and sirengths 
of African-American, Asian and Latina 
women. 

The vibrant mural at the Betty Shabazz 
House set the stage for the songs and poems 
performed. Paintings, drawings, and prints of 
women, landscapes, and still lifes hung on the 
adjacent wall. The semicircle gathering of 
women in the audience treated one another as 
familiar friends as they laughed, nodded their 
heads, and mmhmmed in agreement to the 
true words spoken by the poets. Linda Perez, 
Maya Watson, Maxine Roberts, and Tracy 
Herbert began the evening with their poetry 
(unfortunately, I arrived too late to hear them). 

Women of color, as a united group, 
rarely get together in a public space to share 
experiences. Cultural differences tend to 
separate women from different ethnic back- 
grounds as they mistrust, misunderstand, and 
avoid one another. The conference intended 
to open dialogue between U.S. women of 
color and international women of color.and 
to build coalitions. Together, we are the ma- 


jority of the world’s population and not the 
minority as viewed in the U.S. Cara Page, 
playwright of Jn the Blood of Black Women, 
said “alliances are necessary” and that to 
“name power” of women is essential for 
survival and liberation from the oppressions 
we experience, Racism, sexism, classism, 
and homophobia are interconnected oppres- 
sions which debilitate majority women’s 
power and self-determination. 
Empowerment, ‘attitude,’ and celebra- 
tion were key elements in the poetry read and 
in the collective hearts of the women listen- 
ing. Kimberly Herbert read several of Nikki 
Giovanni’s poems with conviction, soul, and 
asmile. Giovanni’s satiric words, “I was born 
in the Congo...Nefertiti was my daughter,” 
made laughter around the room. Cara Page 
read several erotic poems of her own, ex- 
pressing “the erotic asa force of spirit.” Cara 
was inspired by the film Olangopo Rose, about 
prostitution on U.S. military bases in the 
Philippines, to write “Making Pocket 
Change.” The poem intended to shift the 
criminality from women working as prosti- 
tutes to the capitalistimperialist governments 
who market them. One line from her other, 
untitled poem: ‘Can't I just have this so I can 
survive?’ voiced the hope women of color 
wantin building acommunity which nurtures 


our different identities. 

One common theme in the works pre- 
sented was the isolation the women feel as 
“outsiders” in their communities. In identify- 
ing their conflicts, they define their self- 
knowledge. AnitaJohnson sang original songs 
about her ‘hard time communicating with 
people’ and being ‘trapped in language asan 
African-American woman: ‘She sighs and 
wipes her eyes....She screams in silence 
wondering why her voice got so high.” Her 
acapella song voiced the words ‘Sometimes 
there’s peace in solitude’. 

Andrea Calderon read Gloria 
Anzaldua’s poem,"Del Otro Lado" (From the 
Other Side), about the poet growing up 
marginalized in the U.S. as.aChicanalesbian. 
Andrea’s own poem used the symbol of 
wearing long brown hair braids to express her 
intent to reclaim her indigenous heritage as a 
Chilean woman, refusing to conform to the 
assimilated model of the dominant/ Euro- 
pean standard. 

Thuy Le ended the evening with her 
moving poems. The first one was written 
about visiting Linda Vista, CA, the place 
where she grew up after she and her family 
left South Vietnam. ‘Your yellow girl rode 
out of here years before I began writing you,’ 
expressed her distance from the struggle she 
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had faced in living there. “Shrapnel Shards 
On Blue Water” was dedicated to her U.S... 
born twelve year old sister to share her 
memories of her homeland. It originated from 
her longing to speak and hear Vietnamese in 
her college apartment. To open the poem, she 
spoke the Vietnamese words for: ‘Everyday 
I breed a path out of here/ Everyday I breeda 
path to get far from here’. The repeated re- 
frain, ‘Let people know Vietnam was nota 
war but a piece of us, sister, and we’re so 
much more’, resonated around the room as 
the women connected to the experience of 
dislocation and survival. 

Empathy and solidarity with one an- 
other marked the ending of the evening, New 
friends met and old friends became reac- 
quainted with one another. Andrea Calderon 
thought it was beautiful “‘to hear different 
perspectives of pain and beauty” in a space 
that these women can gather. Thuy Le said it 
was “amazing” to have been able to “share 
what we created” from other women’s expe- 
riences. As Jen Dillard commented that “this 
needs to happen more often”, I agreed with 
her; that the evening should not be an ‘event’ 
but a regular gathering. 


Protesting 'Basic Instinct’: Queer Direct Action in San Francisco 


by Suzanne Rotondo 


I was involved in Queer Nation during 
the fuming of Basic Instinct in San Francisco 
during the spring of last year. The following 
is a brief description of some of the direct 
action that was taken against the film when 
werealized that this misogynist, homophobic 
movie was going to be shot in the city. 

* A member of Queer Nation got ahold 
of the script. We passed it around quickly, 
made copies, and formed a group called 
H.A.S.H. (Homosexuals Against Sterotypical 
Hollywood). 

*Soon after, we found out that Ray 
Chalker, owner of acountry and western Gay 
bar and The Sentinel, a conservative Gay 
newspaper in San Francisco, allowed the film 
company to use his bar for the bar scenes in 
Basic Instinct—for which he was paid 
$10,000. We were angry, but not surprised 
that that he had sold out his community for 
such a low price. He did nothing for the 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual community with the 
money he received. His is one of the only Gay 
bars in San Francisco that serves Coors beer, 
despite the efforts of the late Harvey Milk to 
have anti-union Coors removed from all S.F. 
Gay bars. His bar was vandalized the night 
before the filming; flyers were plastered over 
the front window and all of the door locks 
were superglued. Attempts were made to link 
these actions with Queer Nation butthere was 
nocvidence to prove that we did them and we 

. were not willing to take credit for them. 

*We organized hundreds of people to 
protest the filming and planned ways to screw 
up the film company by costing them extra 
unbudgeted money. A lot of time was spent 
going into different neighborhoods and con- 
vincing the residents to not allow filming to 
take place there. Meanwhile, we demanded 
to meet with Carolco Corp., the director, 
writer, producer, and ad campaigners for the 
film. They refused. But when they got word 
of how powerful Queer Nation can be, they 


met with us and other community groups to 
“discuss” the issues. We were the first group, 
representing a community that would be ad- 
versely affected by a film, that Hollywood 
has ever met with DURING the film process. 

*The filming company proceeded to 
get an anonymous mass restraining order 
from the courts, against 250 “Jane and John 
Does”, so that any protestor could be imme- 
diately arrested if we went on to the film 
property. Police officers served this restraining 
order against us in my apartment as we were 
having a Queer Nation meeting. In contrast, 
battered women whom I work with are regu- 
larly denied restraining orders against men 
who terrorize them daily. At one point, we 
successfully interrupted the filming by con- 
tinuously blowing on our whistles, The re- 
straining order was then expanded to include 
“noisemaking”. 

*They hired a significant percentage of 
the San Francisco police force as their secu- 
rity forces during the filming which left no 
one as “unbiased mediators”. We were natu- 
rally harassed at the film company’s slightest 
whim by city cops, funded privately by a 
Hollywood corporation. There was no divi- 
sion between profit-grabbing big business 
and the state as represented by the police in 
this case. Not only did we have no one to 
appeal to, the very forces which should serve 
this purpose were massed against us. 

*The director, Paul Verhoeven, refused 
to acknowledge that the date rape scene was 
rape. I spent over 20 minutes of the QN/film 
company meeting explaining to him thateven 
though the characters from the film used to 
date (which was his argument for why it 
wasn’t rape) that docs not mean that Michael 
Douglas doesn’t rape the woman on film. 
After he “got” it, Verhoeven insisted that we 
should “trust him to depict it in good taste.” 
Verhoeven also directed Total Recall, an 
Amold “-warzenegger/gratuitous violence 
film, In t at movie, Sharon Stone played 


Amold’s wife, whom he divorces by shoot- 
ing in the head. 

*Michael Douglas was slated to make 
an appearance at Open Hand, a local organi- 
zation that distributes food for free. After we 
met with them and expressed our concerns 
with the actor and the filming, they excused 
Michael Douglas from his appointment and 
recruited a noted Shakesperean actor who 
was in the area instead. This created a lot of 
bad press for the film company in the area. 

*Barbara Cameron, a representative 
from Community United Against Violence 
(CUAV), attended the meeting between the 
protesting groups and the film company. 
CUAV is a group which monitors queer- 
bashing and offers support to people who 
have been bashed. Cameron told the film 
company, writer, and director that if they 
didnt meet our demands, then she would 
demand that they come with her and see all of 
the broken noses, black eyes, destroyed egos 
and other violence that would be witnessed at 
CUAV as a result of the film’s stereotyping. 
They didn’t. 

*Eszterhas, the writer, submitted 15 
pages of rewritten script to the director and 
producer, after we all had the meeting. They 
were responsible and fair changes, as far as 
Queer Nalion was concemed. The director 
and producer refused them all, leaving the 
film intact. 

*They also reneged on their agreement 
to put a trailer on the film, which would have 
spoken about how this film inno way depicts 
the lesbian/bi community asa whole, and that 
the film company, producers etc. were op- 
posed toany forms of violence directedagainst 
that community. 

This would seem to indicate that direct 
action groups arc among the few types of 
political organizations that corporations con- 
sider to be volatile enough to really fear, 
Therefore, these kinds of Broups can be very 
effective in getting those corporations to lis- 


ten to our concerns and considering conced- 
ing to demands. Although Queer Nation was 

able to use community leverage to frustrate 
the filmmakers in various ways, it’s sobering 
to consider how easily the legal/justice sys- 
tem was manipulated by these companies— 
especially in San Francisco,where lesbians 
and gay men have gained significant political 
representation in local government ,as well 
as hard-earned visibility for creating a rela- 
tively safe community. 


For the May issue: 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: 
April 10 
DEADLINE FOR RESERVING AD 
SPACE: April 13 


Thornes Marketplace 970 
Old South St. Entrance 580° ; 
Northampton 


Mary Beth Averill, LICOW. 


Individual and Group Therapy 
for Adolescents and Adults 


13 Old South Street 
BO. Bax 634 
Northampton, Ma O1061 

(413) 584.0031 


LP LTE AL EI II EPI IPI IP IV IP LI IS IFIP ESTP ASIII ISAS: 


eee 


Valley Women’s Voice/April 1992 5 


Interview : Buddhist Meditation and Lesbian Identity 


Arinna Weisman is a lesbian feminist 
who has been a practitioner for 12 years and 
a teacher of the Theravadan Buddhist Tradi- 
lion for 5 years. This interview -conducted by 
Elizabeth Lambert, took place in January 
1992 in Northampton, MA where Arinna 
moved after serving one and a half years as 
the resident teacher for Insight Meditation 
Society in Barre, MA. 


EL: My first question is what does the 
Buddhist practice have to offer lesbians and 
gay men? Js there a particular connection? 


AW: Both homosexuality and Bud- 
dhism invite us to challenge our condition- 
ing; the roles that we have identified with 
which this culture has presented to us. Both 
ask us to discover a way to a freedom and 
celebration of being. 

Homosexuals are a disenfranchised 
group. We do not receive material benefits, 
recognition, safety or power for being gay. 
We are instead targets of violence and at risk 
with job security. Our relationships are not 
only not acknowledged but are seen as mor- 
ally wrong, shameful and loathsome. We are 
presented with stereotypes which are very 
negative. Yet there is a space in our hearts 
which tells us we are beautiful, that loving 
same sex partners is healing and right for us. 


Itis where we find ourselves at home. These 
contradictions we live with can become the 


invitation for a deeper investigation of our- 
selves. Our hearts ask us how can we live a 
life in which we honor and respect ourselves? 
How can we live a life in love, a life free of 
suffering? How can we create a culture in 
which gayness is central and respected? 


EL: And the practice of meditation? 


AW: The meditation practice provides 
usa way for unearthing the truth. The Buddha 
was not God-related as Jesus Christ was. He 
was a human being as we are who through a 
lot of trial and error discovered a way to 
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unearth the truth. So one of the most impor- 
tant aspects of these teachings is that we can 
all do it. They are not reserved for someone 
special, some secret sect or with some special 
guruteacher. In this sense it is a very ordinary 
practice accessible to everyone. 

The meditation trains our minds to be- 
come free of the usual chatter we live with; to 
become calm enough so we can see into 
ourselves. I don’t mean the kind of seeing 
with our cyes but rather a deep intuitive 
knowing. We can develop this kind of know- 
ing through becoming present to our experi- 
ences, through becoming aware of what is 
happening inside of ourselves moment to 
moment. It is with this awareness that the 
unconscious thoughts, roles and condition- 
ing we have taken on as our truth start to fall 
away and the space is created for who we 
really arc to be seen and expressed, We create 
the space to redefine who we are as gay 
women and men. This awareness gives us the 
choice to free ourselves from all the walls and 
fog which obscure our love and wisdom. 


EL: How did all this come about for 
you? How did you become a Buddhist? 


AW: I was led to Buddhism through 
my search for an answer to the intense pain I 
was experiencing. AttimesI wasso depressed 
I felt suicidal. I really hated myself. I also 
internalized my inability to have heterosexual 
relationships as a personal failure. In search- 
ing for answers I became politically active as 
a Marxist and later as a feminist. I also was 
able to train with a Medicine Prayer Woman 
fora couple of years. While I felt much more 
grounded and connected through these ac- 
tivities, I still was unable to understand or 
work with the deep pain I continued to expe- 
rience. 

Around the late 70’s, a friend of mine 


suggested I go to a meditation retreat being 
given by Ruth Denison in Southem Califor- 
nia. I could hardly sit still for a few minutes 
so the thought of meditating for five days 
seemed impossible. She offered to pay for me 
so I went. To say those first few days were 
hell isan understatement. Yet against all odds 
aconnection happened. It was the first time I 
heard someone talk about a spiritual practice 
in which suffering was so fully acknowl- 
edged. Ihad previously felt quite alienated by 
spiritual practices because so many of them 
spoke about love and didn’t acknowledge the 
reality of the difficulties and painI was expe- 
riencing. Here was apractice that spoke tomy 
experiences and also offered a way to work 
with them. Not by repression or denial but 
rather through awareness and honoring these 
parts of myself. 

I spent the following years going to as 
many retreats as possible and I started to 
experience a deep transformation inside of 
myself. It was quite wonderful. My lover, as 
muchas she hated me going away, supporied 
me because she too saw the changes. I learned 
how to live with myself with more equanim- 
ity and I began to love myself. I found ways 
through the meditation to happiness I had 
rarely experienced. I started to feel the free- 
dom to become myself. 


EL: Your presence as a teacher, just 
existing as a lesbian feminist and as a Bud- 
dhist has made it easier for me to keep on with 
the practice despite the patriarchal and some- 
times misogynist threads in historical Bud- 
dhism. What would you say to people, espe- 
cially lesbians, who see some of the same 
patriarchal assumptions in Buddhism as in 
other belief systems? 


AW: Although Buddhism has come to 
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our western culture from patriarchal eastern 
cultures, its fundamental practice and tenets 
are not based on patriarchy. The teachings are 
rooted in the practice of self-help, the reality 
that each person is fully responsible for her or 
his own life and can bring about true freedom 
for themselves. For example, when I hold an 
orange in my hand, Iam the one experiencing 
the orange. While it may be true that many 
men in the Buddhist tradition have defined 
“orange” according to their experience, there 
is nothing stopping me from experiencing the 
orange myself and coming tomy ownconclu- 
sion about the experience. Thus | find my 
own truth. That is why I am not deterred by 
patriarchal interpretations. 

Another important factor has been the 
role modeling of my teachers and the enor- 
mous support they have given me to find my 
own way on this journey. My relationship to 
my teachers has been profoundly strength- 
ening and empowering. 

These are some of the reasons why I 
think this practice can be sucha gift tothe gay 
community. The process of opening to who 
we really are, of redefining ourselves accord- 
ing to our actual experiences rather than the 
definitions we have unconsciously taken on 
creates the conditions for a new community 
to come into being and a new space for each 
of us to be who we really are: gay, beautiful 
and free. 
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Poetry edited by Mary Drews 


AMONG NIGHT ROSES 


night roses, 1 move 

aes om shade of blue 
EIU he toward the delicious Libriom 
of the szure moon. 
Shores like secret ancient ashes 
and the lake a delicate bruise. 
lam a poet 
and completely in love. 
Even my shadow is enchanted 


"The Marriage of 
Above and Below" 
by Karen Dolmanisth 


and Laura Zindell. 


The Keeper 


My picture traveled across an ocean. 
My mother lit candles prayed rosaries 
her body a swaying crucifix. 


| was chosen to wed a widower with two sons. 


Awoman’s death gave me America. 


Black afternoons brown hillsides 
stars blown away by steel mills 
each morning | look for the sun. 
But the sky coughs darkness. 


He comes home, black ash in the doorway 
a slow hand reaching for a drink. 

He has nothing to say 

surprised to see me 

hereinher place. 


His children, politely nodding heads 
eyes watching for mistakes 

that! make often. 

lonly see them smile 

when he punches my face 

drunken fists saying you are nother. 


After letters of lies to my mother 

I speak in the bedroom 

to God and Helenka from Skakovatz, 
But only silence talks to me. 


Our marriage of cold movements 
quick rhythms in the darkness 

| lie awake planning 

praying for the child | must have 
a tiny voice proving lam here. 


Until then | willclean her house 
wash clothes cook supper. 
Until then | am the keeper 

of adead woman's family. 


—Georgeann Eskievich Rettberg 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
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Six 


It hurt 
and you could see it on her face 
but he didn't 
because he was starting to come 
and so she took a deep breath 
and bit her tongue and tried not to spoil it for him. 
She lay and stared at the ceiling. 
He jerks one more time and then 
rests 
breathing deeply 
on top of her 
His head is on her shoulder 
so he can't see her cry. 


She was only six. 

He pulled her legs apart. 

He said when she was older 
they wouldn't need it but 
six-year-olds needed Vaseline. 

Touch it he said. 

Touch it he said. 

She touched it and it felt strange 
and huge and rubbery 
and she whimpered 
but was too scared to cry. 


| don’t remember anything after that except 
screaming and screaming and screaming 
until my head spun from lack of air 
and that it hurt. 


—E. Zoe Vicary 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


and staggers 85 8 drunkard. 
Have many known soch an hour? 
A divine season 
né | lie still like a lost lung 
which descended from its crib 
in the turbulent skies 
during the threat of a summer stom. 
Yes— 
for | feel pulse in the thunder, 
throbbing the song of drums 
and somewhere. . . 
gardens are being crected 
Heavens are being constructed 
as | speak your name 
ba ee ees ee | will have you as my bride. 


—-C. Payne Brunty 
South Point, Ohio 


FACING THE WALL 
1. THE POLICE REPORT 


SOMEONE FOUND A HEART ON MARKET STREET 
NOT HUMAN THERE’S REALLY NO CAUSE 

FOR ALARM THOUGH A NAKED HEART 

WARM ON THE SIDEWALK ON HALLOWEEN 

IS UPSETTING BUT NOT AS BAD AS IF 

IT WERE THE ORGAN OF A VALUABLE 

LIFE NOT A PROSTITUTE’S 

ONE OF THE SEVENTEEN WOMEN FOUND 
STREWN ALONG DESERT HIGHWAYS 

YOU CAN’T QUESTION WHORES THEIR STORIES 
AREN’T RELIABLE THEIR LIVES AREN’T STABLE 
THE REASON WE HAVEN’T FOUND A SUSPECT 
YET IS THAT WE CAN’T 

GET A STRAIGHT ANSWER OUT OF ANYONE 

AND NO ONE REALLY KNOWS 

A SLUT SHE’LL GO WITH WHATEVER MAN 

WILL TAKE HER YOU CAN’T TRUST WOMEN 

LIKE THAT TO DIE WHEN THEY’RE SUPPOSED TO 
WITH THEIR CLOTHES ON AT A LEGAL ADDRESS 
WE THINK WE DISCOVERED THE EIGHTEENTH 


2. | WANT TO KNOW WHY 


THE FBI IS SO GOOD AT TRACKING DOWN 

BANK ROBBERS TWENTY YEARS LATER CHARGING THEM 
WITH ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT AND 
IF THE KILLER WERE OUT TO SLAUGHTER CORPORATION 
PRESIDENTS THEY’D NAB HIM BEFORE HE STEPPED 
INTO THE FIRST LOBBY BUT THEY CAN'T FIND 

A GUY WHO HITS ON WOMEN ONE AFTER THE NEXT 
LEAVES THEM STRIPPED TO THE BONE 

RETURNS TO HIS CAR JOB TV NEIGHBORS 

LIKE WHOEVER LEFT THE HEART ON MARKET STREET 
NOW FLOATING PICKLED IN A HOSPITAL JAR 

SILENT AS THE EIGHTEENTH WOMAN TAGGED 


IN A NUMBERED REFRIGERATOR DRAWER NO NAME ADDRESS 
AS IMPORTANT AS SHE EVER WAS 


| WANT TO KNOW HOW THAT HEART 

ARRIVED AT MARKET STREET WHO CUT IT OUT 

OF WHAT BODY | WANT THE NAMES 

OF EVERY WOMAN EVERY PERSON OF COLOR EVERY 
CREATURE MURDERED AND DEEMED NOT FIT 

FOR INVESTIGATION ENGRAVED ON A SHINY 

BLACK WALL THEN NO ONE: WILL BE ABLE TO STAND 
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD AND NOT FACE IT 


—JANET AALFS 
NORTHAM PTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


RU486, continued from page 1 


abortion. Professor Alan Templeton, at the 
University of Aberdeen, who is | “an 
British trials, admits that ‘To fate the 
: n safety 
yourequire extremely close Medical supery; 
sion.’ In England, under the terms of the 1967 
Abortion Act, abortion technology anddmu 
: : gs 
can only be given in hospitals ni 
licensed under th ra ent clinica 
re uncer the law. All of the researchers 
and clinicians agree that RU 486 will never b 
given without this medical mafacemec ) 
they speak out of both sides of their atts ia 
simultaneously stating that RU 486 gives 
women more control over abortion. The kind 
as Set supervision that RU 486 requires 
is not ici i 
highly Heme aiiseqeeee oe a oe é 
is multi-stepped, ti oe be i 
many women, pai me-consuming, and for 
, » Pun-producing and long-suf- 
fering. 
_ First, a woman secking a chemical 
abortion via RU 486 must undergo a physical 
exam and pregnancy test. Most centers now 
testing or administering RU 486 use vaginal 
ultrasound and/or a blood test that measures 
human chorionic gonadotrophin (HCG for 
short, a hormone secreted by the developing 
placenta which may also be found in the urine 
of a woman who is pregnant) to confirm the 
existence and age of a woman’s pregnancy. 

France imposes a waiting period of at 
least 24 hours or more before a woman can 
return to the clinic or hospital for RU 486, 
given in tablet form. At that point, a woman 
does not take these tablets at home but swal- 
lows them usually in the presence of a doctor 
or nurse at the center. Thishas been one of the 
myths supporting the privacy argument—~ 
that it doesn’t require going to a clinic. 
However, pills can be obtained and ingested 
only at a medical center. 

As a third step, most centers now ad- 
minister prostaglandins in concert with RU 
486, hereafter referred to as RU 486/PG. The 
success rate when this abortion pill was used 
alone varied from 60-90% The prostaglan- 
dins are given to propel and strengthen the 
contractions which expel the fetus from the 
uterus. Thus women must return to clinical 
center for either injectable or suppository 
prostaglandins, because these have tobe given 
36-48 hours after the RU 486 treatment. 

Then the wait begins. Many clinics 
keep women prone for 3-4 hours after the RU 
486/PG treatment, in the hope that the fetus 
will be expelled before sending them home. 
Other women wait hours, days and some 
even weeks. The only thing that is private 
about RU 486 is that the final stage of the 
abortion, the expulsion of the fetus, often 
happens at home. Calling this an at-home 
abortion is deceptive, to say the least, since 
most of the treatment transpires in the clinic 
or hospital under strict conditions of medical 
control and supervision. What does happen at 
home can be an excruciatingly long wait for 
the fetus to be expelled, often accompanied 
by pain, bleeding, vomiting, nausea, and other 
complications drawn out overa substantially 
lengthy period of time compared to a con- 
ventional abortion. 

Finally, a woman must return to the 
medical center for a doctor’s examination to , 
. make sure abortion is complete. Again, vagi- 
nal ultrasound and/oradetermination of HCG 
isused to ascertain termination or completion 
of pregnancy and expulsion of deciduous 
tissue (that is, the part of the mucous mem- 
branes lining the uterus that helps to prepare 
and sustain the uterus for and during preg- 
nancy). If the abortion is not completed, a 
conventional abortion is performed. How then 
are womeneven presumed tocontrol this new 
abortion method? Where is the privacy and 
de-medicalization that has been so touted by 
its promoters? 
The problems connected with RU 486/ 
PG abortionsare magnified in so-called “Third 


World” countrie: 
lation-contro| 


2 et Pia Many women would 
: vel to a medical center several 
times, perhaps from a long distance, for the 
vanous stages of treatment and testing. Added 
to this is the fact that many women do not 
have access to medical treatmentearly enough 
for chemical abortions to work. The same is 
true for many rural and poor women in west- 
em countries who do not have access to the 
kind of multiple medical treatment needed 
for safe RU 486/PG abortions. For these and 
otherreasons, the Sixth International Women 
and Health Meeting, held in the Philippines 
in November 1990, went on record as opposed 
to trials and the introduction of RU 486, 
especially in Third World countries. Addi- 
tionally, in white middle-class western con- 
texts, RU 486/PG administration has had 
follow-up problems. 

Complications 

In addition to the medical supervision 
and access problems, there are many com- 
plications associated with the drug. Incom- 
plete abortion, continuing pregnancies, and 
tissue remaining in the uterus have occurred 
in 2-13% of women who took the combina- 
tion treatment. Bleeding is another compli- 
cation. Inthe UK Multicentre studies, 5 out of 
500 women required both blood transfusions 
and curettage. Prolonged heavy bleeding is 
regarded as the chief problem and most serious 
side-effect of chemical abortions. In studies 
where bleeding is reported, the range ofheavy 
bleeding falls between 15-25%. Some stud- 
ies report a high incidence of moderate bleed- 
ing, whilst others discount the seriousness of 
such bleeding. 

Pain is another complication. How- 
ever, judgements about the intensity of pain 
women experience are often evaluated dif- 
ferently by researchers and by the women 
themselves. Studies state that ‘pain is a dif- 
ficult parameter to compare’, adding that the 
perception of pain depends on personal, so- 
cial and cultural factors. Interestingly, medical 
sensitivity to these factors appears mainly in 
contexts where it is in the interests of re- 
searchers to minimize women’s pain. A more 
telling measurement of the pain women do 
experience is the amount and kind of analge- 
sics that are given after RU 486/PG. In the 
UK Multicentre trials, 50% of 500 women 
received narcotic analgesics after RU 486/ 
PG treatment: an additional 30% required 
non-narcotic painkillers Other studies report 
that woman have been pre-medicated in an- 
ticipation of the pain. This is a new twist on 
the recording of pain since pre-medication 
dulls women’s perception and experience of 
pain, thus also decreasing the reported pain 
statistics. 

Other complications are mainly gastro- 
intestinal. Vomiting, nausea, and diarrhea are 
frequently reported by women. Additional 
immediate complications are fainting, fatigue, 
shifts in moods, and thirst. 

The number of drugs thatare now given 
as part of the RU 486 treatment regimen is 
tantamount to a ‘drug cocktail’ . First, it was 
only RU 486; then RU 486 plus prostaglan- 
dins (PGs); then RU 486 plus PGs plus nar- 
cotic or non-narcotic painkillers; then RU 
486 plus PGs plus painkillers plus pre-medi- 
cation. Most recently, some clinicians are 
giving women antibiolics; and others have 
given women oral contraceptives to stop the 
bleeding. Given the claims for the simplicity 
of the RU 486 method, nowhere has this 
melange of drugs been addressed. 

In evaluating the medical literature on 
complications, it became clear that some 
complications are accepted without comment 


or criticism. Others are reported as “mini- 
mal’, ‘tolerable’,and ‘acceptable’. Increas- 
ingly, in the minds of the researchers and 
clinicians, more and more pain, bleeding, 
etc., seems to equal less and less of a problem 
for women. 

There are also many contraindications 
(conditions making the drug inadvisable) 
which for many women militate against tak- 
ing RU 486/PG: ‘obesity’, heart disease and 
women at risk of it (heavy smokers); gyneco- 
logical disorders such as uterine scars, fi- 
broids, abnormal menstrual bleeding, pelvic 
inflammatory disease (PID), and even irregu- 
lar menstrual cycles; a history of liver, gas- 
trointestinal and renal disease; intrauterine or 
oral contraceptives used up to the time that 
women become pregnant; asthma; hyperten- 
sion; blood clotting problems and anemia. 
Black women have a significantly higher 
incidence of fibroids than do white women; 
and many women of color, as well as poor 
women, have anemia. In pilot studies carried 
out among Chinese womenin Hong Kongand 
Singapore, the results suggest that the blood 
loss associatéd with the abortion is greater 
than that observed in European women. This 
may be due to pre-existing anemia. 

Conclusion 

Ata time when public consciousness of 
the chemicals used on crops and animals 
translates into people ‘eating organic’, wesee 
an enormous increase in the chemicals that 
are being prescribed for women, especially in 
the reproductive realm. From a young girl’s 
birth to her old age, she is exposed to arange 
of fertility drugs, many of which have dan- 
gcrous side effects: DES, Depo-Provera, the 
Pill, a new generation of Anti-Pregnancy 
vaccines that are being aggressively mar- 
keted in ‘Third World’ countries, Tranquil- 
izers, Estrogen (now Hormone Replacement 
Therapy), Norplant and now RU 486/PG. 
While these drugs differ in their degree of 
possible harm to women, all of them have 
been recognized as problematic. Women are 
now ingesting more and more questionable 
drugs when the rest of the world is being 
wamed against synthetic chemicals, particu- 
larly in food. Can we be disturbed about 
chemically-fed plants and animals and re- 
main unconcerned about chemically-fed 
women? Can any genuine ecological move- 
ment ignore the increasing chemical con- 
tamination of women’s bodies? 

Promoters of RU 486/PG and other 
reproductive drugs and technologies argue 
that there is insufficient research on and de- 
velopment of birth control, abortion, and 
reproductive technology. What is more im- 
portant, however, is that there is a lack of 
appropriate technology for women. Most of 
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the technology that has been developed re- 
quires medical supervision and control. Most 
of these drugs and technologies have also 
been accompanies by risk, harm, and in some 
cases, death to women. Only women bear the 
burden of these reproductive technologies 
and dmigs. All of the medicalized methods 
have absolved men of reproductive responsi- 
bility and in fact have eased male sexual 
access to women’s bodies. 

The fixation on RU 486 as a miracle 
drug could divert attention from the most 
crucial issue—women’s reproductive self- 
determination, No procedure requiring strict 
medical supervision and involving a host of 
risks and complications will provide this. 

We need a feminist reproductive poli- 
tics that links why and how women get 
pregnant to the technologies of abortion, 
contraception and reproduction. We need a 
reproductive politics that is connected to the 
sexual politics of women’s lives. On a prac- 
tical level, we need to de-medicalize abortion 
and not re-medicalize it with ever more 
questionable drugs that require medical 
control and supervision. 

Women must challenge the physician 
monopoly of abortion, especially in the West. 
This monopoly increasingly lacks credibility 
as fewer doctors want or are trained to per- 
form abortions. 

Abortion is oneofthe simplest of gyne- 
cological procedures. Trained paramedics in 
‘Third World’ countries perform abortions 
safely and competently. Why then cannot 
trained lay women do abortions in western 
contexts—in women’s health centers, for 
example? 

Rather than depending on some medi- 
cal miracle to guarantee abortions for women, 
-women should challenge the medical mo- 
nopoly of their reproduction. They should 
‘seize the means of reproduction’ and take. 
back control of abortion. In doing so, we must 

advocate for woman-controlled and woman- 
performed abortions, rather than for another 
medical/chemical solution that requires the 

degree and the kind of medical control neces- 

sary with RU 486. 

* This article is a part of a larger report 
on RU486/PG which has been published by 
the Institute on Women and Technology at 
MIT by Janice Raymond, Renate Klein, and 
Lynette Dumble. Entitled RU486: Miscon- 
ceptions, Myths and Morals, it is available 
from the Institute on Women and Technol- 
ogy, Department of Urban Studies and 
Planning, Room 3-405, Massachusetts Insti- 
tute on Technology (MIT), Cambridge, MA 
02139. 
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Survivor's Circle 


RESOURCES: 


Healing Paths 

P.O, Box 599 

Coos Bay, OR 97420-0114 

A journal dedicated to promoting heal- 
ing and growth for adults from childhood 
sexual abuse. The owner and Publisher/Edi- 
tor state their goal of HP is to provide a vessel 
to “release the secrets held within”. They 
encourage the submission of your writings, 
artwork, and photos (please write for con- 
tributor guidelines first). HP is published 6 
times /year for $18. 


‘Parents United International, Inc. 
232 Gish Rd. 
San Jose, CA 95112 
(408)453-7611 Ext. 150 
A California based non-profit organi- 
zation with 140 chapters throughout the U.S., 
Canada, Australia, and Europe. The stated 
goals of Parents United are: to provide peer 
support and sponsorship to victims and their 
families; to educate the community on the 
effects of child sexual abuse; to stop the cycle 
of child sexual abuse by building self-esteem 
and taking responsibility, thereby creating a 
safe and healthy environment for our chil- 
dren; and to become better parents. PU pub- 
lishes a yearly newsletter, available at a cost 
of $8 for 4 issues. 


Transition House 

P.O. Box 530 Harvard Square Station 

Cambridge, MA 02238 

A shelter for battered women and their 
children. Provides emergency shelter, wel- 
fare, housing & Iegal advocacy, support 
groups, and parenting groups. Educational 
programming is available forthe public. Also 
provides Dating Violence Intervention Project 
(DVIP) — a school-based program to edu- 
cate teens on respect in relationships. Edu- 
cation and support groups for battered lesbians 
will start summer ’92, 24-hour hotline: 
(617)661-7203. Volunteers are needed. 


VOICES in Action, Inc. 

P.O. Box 148309 

Chicago, IL 60614 

(312)327-1500; (800)7 VOICE8 

An international organization to pro- 
vide assistance to victims of incest and child 
sexual abuse in becoming survivors and to 
generate public awareness of the prevalence 
of incest, its impact; and ways in which it can 
be prevented or stopped through educational 
programs. Members are women and men 
from various economic, religious, and social 
backgrounds who are adult survivors of in- 
cestand child sexual abuse, partners, and pro- 
Survivors (people who give emotional sup- 
port to a survivor). 


Women and Recovery 

c/o Women to Women Communica- 
tions 

P.O. Box 161775 
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Cupertino, CA 95016 


Reach for the Rainbow - Advanced 


A monthly newsletter for women inall Healing for Survivors of Sexual Abuse 


aspects of recovery and professionals provid- 
ing women’s services. News of organiza- 


tions, publica- 
tions, services, 
news releases, 
legal changes, 
the latest treat- 
ments and ad- 
vances, video 
and book re- 
views, semi- 
nars, confer- 
ences, and re- 
treats — pro- 
vides women 
with positive 
actions to take, 
tools to fight 
back, and .av- 
enues to pursue 
their healing 
more aggres- 
sively. Sample 
issues $1. One year, $18 plus $4 postage. 
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Women’s Recovery Network 

Webwords Press 

P.O.Box 141554 

Columbus, OH 43214-9879 

A grassroots forum for women who are 
healing themselves through support groups 
and therapies of all kinds. They seek women 
to tell their own stories and encourage open 
debate and dialogue. WRN is interested in 
submissions of fiction, poetry, journal en- 
tries, essays, meditations, letters, political 
news, drawings...whatever their subscribers 
choose to send them. This 16-page feminist 
newsletter puts forth the idea that “recovery” 
is a process of naming and claiming our 
personal power, and the diversity of women’s 
healing/spiritual paths is celebrated. WRN is 
published 6 times/year for $27 ($45 for orga- 
nizations/clinics/libraries,etc.). Reduced rate 
subscriptions and subscriptions on tape are 
available. Free to women institutionalized in 
mental hospitals and prisons. WRN seeks to 
Keep their paper and ink allergen-free. 


Support Group: for Surviving Female 
Relatives/Lovers/Friends of Murdered 
Women: Local women who are interested in 
joining a support group for surviving family 
and friends of women murdered by abusive 
partners, please write to Survivor’s Circle 
care of the Valley Women’s Voice. 


a” LifeCourse Counseling Center . 


(fonnerly Lifeline Counseling Center) 
SPRINGFIELD, MA 
AMHERST, MA 
(413) 253-2822 
INDIVIDUAL & COUPLES THERAPY 
FOR LESBIANS, GAYS. 4& BISEXUALS 
LESRIAN ACOA THERAPY GROUP 
GENERAL LESHIAN THERAPY GROUP 
CHEMICAL ADDICTION RECOVERY PROGRAM 
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book review by Anna Husson 


Lynne Finney, a writer, lawyer and 
psychotherapist 
specializing in 
the treatment of 
sexual abuse, 
has written a 
book that I can- 
not fully 
recommend...but 
which may still 
be useful on 
your bookshelf. 
I picked it up 
with great ex- 
pectations, and 
found myself 
lefteither flat, or 
angry, much of 
the time I spent 
reading. I say 
this with regret, 
because J am glad that the survivor who wrote 
this book did her healing, Iam glad that she 
found ways that worked for her, and1 am glad 
that she felt empowered to speak out and 
write a book. 

Finney claims her book “goes beyond 
The Courage to Heal” (by Ellen Bass and 
Laura Davis, the classic on healing from 
sexual abuse and a book I highly recom- 
mend), and the back cover of Reach for the 
Rainbow claims that Finney “uses active 
therapy in the text so survivors of sexual 
abuse can heal as they read.” How it does this 
is beyond me, 

I am sad that J found her to be victim- 
blaming, condescending, somewhat faddish, 


~Christian God-oriented, fast-and-easy ori- 


ented, and possibly homophobic. Early in the 
book Finney recounts this story, which to me, 
puts unfair pressure and judgment on the 
victim for the crime of sex abuse: 

Rebecca was a survivor of Auschwitz, 
one of the worst Nazi death camps. As a 
Jewish child, she was beaten and used sexu- 
ally by any Nazi who wanted her. After her 
release, she was brought to New York where 
She put her past behind her. She married well, 
had children, and I would like to say “lived 
happily ever after.” But she has been raped 


five times, which is extreme, even for New 


York. Rebecca never talks of her concentra- 
tion camp experiences, but they live within 
her and eat away her pretense of content- 


SELF-EXPLORATION FOR WOMEN 
ANNIE MCCOLLUM 

* trained in psychosynthesis 

* experienced in Jungian 
approaches to dreamwork 

* emphasis on making choices: 
transforming old patterns: 
and integrating feelings’ 
thoughts and values 
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she deals with the memories of 


. Uniil : 
ee can expect the acts which terror- 


her past, she bod 
, to be repeated. 
ized ee is difficult to understand why we 


lace ourselves in situations which 
bee “ worst part of our experiences. i 
Freud and more modern therapists Say th at 
by repeating frightening events, we are trying 
too control them, and by con trolling themwe 

r anxiety. 

oe is unproductive to lay guilt on top of 
pain, and this passage basically says that 
Rebecca has drawn the fiverapes into her life. 
No one has the right to ever judge that of 
another. : 

On the “fast and easy” front, in an 
interview Finney gave to a newspaper, she 
asserted, “Sometimes it is easier fora women 
to go to a female therapist. However, her 
healing might be faster if she worked with a 
male therapist whom she trusted totally.” For 
me, as a survivor of male abuse, this is not 
helpful. If a man took away my power and 
will, and another male gave it back to me, my 
power would still be in the control of male 
hands, I need to take my life back, not have 
the illusion that it was given. What is given 
can be taken away, and I do not want to be 
relegated to a position behind a man in my 
own relations to my own life. It has been 
essential for me to work through my history 
and empower myself in the present as a 
womun, witha womun. I also find timetables 
offensive, since I cannot imagine staying 
with any therapist (or friend or lover) who 
says, “hurry up and heal.” Survival was our 
first task, and we need to heal in our own time. 

Another aspect of the book which struck 
me as looking for “fast and easy” answers to 
healing is an overemphasis on one type of 
therapy — hypnotherapy, throughout the 
book. Finney plugs hypnotherapy as having 
saved her time and money, reducing years in 
a therapist’s office. Though some survivors 
find hypnotherapy helpful, notall do, and this 
seemed to be a biased emphasis on one 
method. Other healing methods Finney men- 
tions are found in part five of the book, under 
“Self-Help Techniques.” Exercise, medita- 
tion, relaxation techniques, emotional con- 
trol strategies, affirmations, visualizations, 
prayer, self-hypnosis, re-parenting, and sup- 
port networks are recommended. 

Also in part five is a chapter on “en- 
ergy-balancing and reprogramming tech- 
niques,” ina “try anything once” philosophy. 
For Finney, blowing a certain amount of 
money onexperiments with radically different 
therapies is acceptable. This is only true for 
those who can afford it. Many survivors can- 
not. She describes Educational Kinesthetics 
(Edu-K), a program in which one does body 
movement exercises repeatedly to “integrate 
both halves of the brain,” which she found 
helpful. “Circles of Life” is another therapy 
she found helpful, which works with the 
body’s energy fields, and swears all “train- 
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ees” to silence on anything which they learn. 
Both make me suspicious, and they sound 
somewhat like fads because they claim to be 
mental cure-alls (for things ranging from 
Ieaming disabilities to self-esteem problems 
and “negative” emotional states). 

The next jolt was juxtaposing the title 
(Advanced Healing) with her tone of speak- 
ing to a child, throughout the book. Much of 
the format of the book is question - answer 
forms, such as, “Was God Punishing Me?” 
(answer: “Absolutely Not.”) Though much 
of what is written is good sense, the occa- 
sional patronizing tone set my tecth on edge. 

Finney’s own spiritual beliefs are up 
for discussion in her “Was God Punishing 
Me?” chapter, and she says, “I believe that 
God has evolved as we have and that the God 
of the New Testament has become even more 
loving and forgiving than the God in the Old 
one...” and, “More and more books and tele- 
vision programs are describing a New Age 
spirituality which espouses love and service 
to each other as its central principle.” These 
specific beliefs pervade the book, and may 
offend those who are offended by Christian- 
ity of the New Age movement...(The New 
Age movement is frequently and, I believe, 
justly criticized for its appropriation and 
commoditisation of Eastern and Native 
American spiritual beliefs, images, and prac- 
tices.) 

My final criticism of the book comes 
from an interview comment Finney made, in 
which she discussed male survivors of sex 
abuse. “They have an extra burden too be- 
cause often their abuser was a man and they 
won’ ttellanyone because they fear the stigma 
of homosexuality. But of course being abused 
doesn’t mean they are homosexual.” The 
“extra burden” of men who have survived 
abuse seems questionable. Also, having sur- 
vived abuse does not mean that someone is 
not ahomosexual either, since sexual prefer- 
ence is not determined to be linked to sexual 
abuse. I do not see the need for bringing in not 
being gay as a “comfort.” My questions about 
her attitude towards gays, lesbians, and bi- 
sexuals were then exacerbated by these lines 
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in Finney’s book itself: “... Victims were left 
with the same ominous questions: Did I cause 
it to happen? Did I Participate because I 
enjoyed it? Am I bad, evil, a whore, a homo- 
sexual because Ienjoyed it? The answer to all 
of these questions is a resounding ‘NO!’"” I 
agree, obviously, that the victim is not at 
fault, much less “evil,” but I heartily resent 
homosexuality being listed along with “bad, 
evil, whore” as a horrible thing survivors 
might fear of themselves as a result of abuse. 
Sexual abuse is so brutal partially because it 
often separates a child from the healthy sexu- 
ality s/he would later grow into naturally, 
whether that sexuality is heterosexual, les- 
bian, gay, bisexual, or asexual. 

What I did find valuable about the 
book: 

*Finney includes a list of state child 
protection agencies’ addresses. 

*She includes a list of recommended 
reading in the back of her book, organized by 
subject area. (Though I donot recommend all 
of the books included.) 

*A short essay she wrote, titled, “Be- 
ware of ‘quick cures’ or long ones,” which 
contains some very good sense warnings 
against the “new age” weekends that use 
high-pressure tactics to “change your life 
overnight,” and also cautions the survivor not 
to spend years and thousands of dollars free- 
associating with a Freudian. therapist, be- 
cause, she says, this Freudian therapeutic 
model often holds “unequal treatment of 
womenand the tendency of some of its adher- 
ents to negate the reality of sexual abuse.” 

*Even though I am unenamored of 
many of the techniques Finney advocates in 
her self-help section, at least they are listed, 
and one can, in the end, read them and decide 
for herself. 

In conclusion, I believe Reach for the 
Rainbow is a book which will work best for - 
those who can enjoy the author’s specific 
viewpoint. Pick it up, flip through it, but I 
wouldn’t wholeheartedly advocate keeping it 
by your bedside, as Ido The Courage to Heal., 
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| Mother’s Poems 


Mother, you asked me nicely 

If you could hang your poems 
Ona white wall 

Surrounded by survivors’ art, 


Poems about the pain of your discovery, 
You said, 

That I, your daughter, 

Had been sexually abused. 


Poems that chronicle a journey 
You claim you’ ve made: 

“A journcy to understanding” 
How you 

“Have contributed” to my pain. 


If I could be there to make my mark 
On that white, white wall, 

I'd knife a slash through your set of poems, 
I’d carve an X and fill it in with black, 
With an explanatory label overhead: 


“Here lic the poems ofan ill-meaning Mom, 
More sinning than sinned against, 
More graceful in repentance than 

She ever was in life.” 


—Lisa Lipshires 
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LETTING GO OF YOU 


I CLUTCH TO YOU 
WITH YOUR MANY FACES, 
SOMEONE I NEVER REALLY KNEW 
A DESPERATE INABILITY TO RE- 
LEASE YOU 
MY MEMORIES IMPRISON ME 
MY WEAKNESS: HOLDING ONTO 
A PAST LONG GONE 
YOU WEAR A DIFFERENT MASK 
NOW, YET INESSENCE YOU REMAIN 
THE SAME 
THE NEEDY LITTLE BOY 
BUTIHAVE ANEVEN HUNGRIER 
LITTLE GIRL 
BEGGING FOR MY NOURISH- 
MENT 
AND I WILL STARVE HER NO 
MORE, BE GONE BLONDE BOY 
NEVER AGAIN 
WILL YOU SUCK OFF MY BLOOD 
AND STEAL MY VITALITY 
I AM NOT YOUR MOTHER 
AND I NEVER DESIRED TO BE 
YOUR LOVER 
IFLING YOUR DAGGER INTO THE 
SEA, ANDI WILL BLEED FOR YOUNO 
MORE! 


a GORE CT 


—Kristina Whitten 


Catherine Did It! 
Continued from page 1 


The filmmakers chose to introduce 
controversial gay characters irresponsibly and 
only in the most negative ways, for that 
confirms the identity and fears of those in 
power. This film ultimately inverts reality; it 
ignores the magnitude of violence against 
lesbian/bi/hetero women by men, while cre- 
ating the impression that it is actually 
women—lesbian and bi—who are killing 
and maiming men. In doing so, it further 
legitimizes, intensifies and encourages 
homophobic behavior in the form of physical 
attacks and intimidating behavior toward the 
lesb/gay/bi community, as well as dyke-bait- 
ing, which affects all women. 

Let’s imagine who in our lives will see 
this film. Parents? Grandparents? Employ- 
ers? The very people in our lives with whom 
we've sttuggled to dismantle the multitude of 
negative images about our sexuality/identity. 
Add to this lesbian and bi youth, who could 
become Statistics after seeing such painful 
and vicious portrayals of lesbians/bi women 
as killers/man-haters/white bitches (a dispro- 
portionate 16% of teen suicides are queer 
youth). 

Many organizations tried to stop the 
filming in San Francisco—among them were 
Queer Nation, CUAV (Community United 
Against Violence), GLAAD (Gays and Les- 
bian Alliance Against Defamation) and rep- 
resentatives from the office of city supervisor 
Harold Britt (Britt is in the seat that Harvey 
Milk once held). These groups even met with 
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the film company, writer Eszterhas and direc- 
tor Paul Verhoeven to discuss their concerns 
(seeaccompanying article). The film company 
acknowledged our fears but refused to alter 
the script. 

In San Francisco, protestors formed a 
street theater group called Catherine Did It! 
which did direct actions by acting out the plot 
line in front of lines of moviegoers waiting 
for tickets; as the character of the murdererin 
the movie is named Catherine, the suspense 
of the movie is effectively ruined for those 
who even hear the title of the group. The film 
was released nationally on March 20th and 
Started at the Hampshire Six Theatres in 
Hadley, Greenfield Cinemas in Greenfield, 
and Showcase Cinemas in West Springfield 
onthe same date. Local protestors from Queer 
Nation/Westem Mass moved quickly to be- 
gin protests on the release date. Although 
there have been negative local reactions to 
these forms of protest, Queer Nation believes 
that the most effective method of dissuading | 
people from giving their money to see the 
film lies in the whodunit aspect of a ‘thniller’ 
movie. It is important for us to consider how 
we will continue to protest this movie, whether 
through Catherine Did It! groups, boycotts, 
distributing literature or whatever else. The 
potential repercussions of such malicious 
stereotyping are frightening indeed and we 
must be prepared to fight back against yet 
another aspect of the on-going war waged on 
our freedom and choices by profit-first people- 
last corporate america. 
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* The Witch's Bookshelf 


By Peg Aloi 


Last monthbroughtus the Spring Equi- 
nox, when, beginning at 3:48 a.m. on March 
20 and lasting for several hours, there was a 
bricf and magical time when eggs could be 
stood on end. This is really true, 1’m told; the 
phenomenon has been photographed. I won- 
dered if this little trick has to do with the 
traditions surrounding eggs at Easter. There 
are many spring festivals around the world, 
including the two most celebrated in the 
United States, Easter and Passover, which 
both include periods of fasting and feasting. 
But the origin of what many say is a nearly- 
universal festival celebrating the arrival of 
spring has its origins in cultures even more 
ancient than Judaism or Christianity. Some 
scholars say “Easter” is derived from Oestre, 
or Ostra, the Teutonic Goddess of Spring. In 
Judeo-Christian lore, this lunar holiday (which 
occurs on the first Sunday after the 14th day 
of the calendar moon on or after March 21) 
commemorates the resurrection of Christ, or 
the sacrifice of the Paschal Lamb associated 
with Passover. Some sources say that pagan 
festivals involving the sacrifice of a lamb 
intersect with Easter’s origins. Though once 

kept as a fasting day, Easter is now held asa 
feast after a period of fasting (Lent). It was 
once a baptismal festival in the early days of 
the Church. Also, striking similarities have 
been found in Palm Sunday processions hon- 
oring Christ, andriteshonoring Osiris, ancient 
Egyptian godofthe moon, and consort to Isis. 

But about those eggs. 

Lent, undertaken on Ash Wednesday 
and continuing until Easter, was once far 
stricter than it is today, when practicing 
Catholics usually give up one cherished vice 
and avoid cating meat on Fridays. When Lent 
was first instituted around the fifth century 
B.C., eggs were generally forbidden, along 
with other flesh or animal foods, until Easter. 
For hundreds of years, various contests have 
been held throughout European countries that 


featured eggs: rolling them downhill, hiding 
them for children to find, or seeing who could 
be the last person holding an unbroken egg in 
a game where everyone holds an egg and 
strikes it against the one in an opponent's 
palm. Colored eggs are distributed at Eastern 
Orthodox Services on Easter Sunday (one 
week after the Catholics and Episcopalians 
celebrate Easter). Eggs are symbols of im- 
mortality and resurrection, and have been 
dyed and eaten at spring festivals for thou- 
sands of years, in ancient Greece, Rome, 
Persia, and Egypt. The decoration of Easter 
eggs has, in fact, become a highly-special- 
ized art form, from the detailed painting of 
real eggs by Eastern European craftspersons, 
to the jewel-encrusted eggs of Cartier. The 
legend of the Easter Hare (not Bunny, as we 
call it) dates from pre-Christian times. The 
hare was considered Oestre’s sacrificial ani- 
mal, and Teutonic myth portrays it as the 
animal that laid the Easter Egg. 

Spring is atime forcelebrating fertility 
and the hoped-for abundant harvest that will 
come in the fall. Beltane, a Celtic festival and 
one of the most important on the Wiccan 
calendar, welcomes the month of May as an 
agricultural and pastoral celebration. But more 
on that next month. 

Some other festivals celebrating spring 
include Hana Matsuri, a Buddhist flower 
festival on April 8, which includes a hill- 
climbing ritual where participants bring back 
mountain flowers to decorate the family shrine 
and honor dead ancestors. The Holi is a 
Hindu festival that is still celebrated in early 
March, and is a lunar festival meant to mark 
the death of winter and ward off crop 
failure. The Matronalia, on March 1, marked 
a day in ancient Rome when female slaves 
were given special treatment and liberties. 
Their female matrons waited on them the 
entire day, in honor of Juno, Roman goddess 
of domesticity and marriage. The Anna 
Perenna, another Roman tradition, honored 
an old woman who tricked the god Mars into 
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marrying her, instead of the young woman he 
loved. Anna’s festival on March 15 gave way 
to the feast of Mars and Neria on the 23rd. 
This was a festival that ushered in spring as it 
bid farewell to winter. Anna was associated 
with winter and the year that had just passed, 
and so she was “driven out” at the end of the 
celebration to make way for spring, portrayed 
by Neria, Mars’ young bride. Much plebeian 
drinking and toasting of Anna Parenna ac- 
companied this festival. 

(Some information garnered from The 
Aquarian Dictionary of Festivals by J.C. 
Cooper) 

Well, I had intended to continue my 
description of upcoming festivals, but Iam 
having trouble locating information about 
summer events. Most of the periodicals that 
are available to me don’t seem to have any- 
thing listed beyond the beginning of June. 
But, don’t fret: there is bound to be a surge of 
information forthcoming as organizations fi- 
nalize details (like which campsite they’re 
using, etc.), and I will list more festivals in the 
next issue, I hope. 

For now, there is nothing new to report 
in the way of local festivals, so stick with the 
list I provided last month. For anyone willing 
to travel a bit, the Tenth Annual Goddess 
Gathering is being held in Ohio June 17th 
through the 21st. To find out more and re- 
ceive registration forms write to: Goddess 
Gathering, Temple of Wicca, 817 1/2 Park 

Street, Findlay, OH 45840. 

Also, the Pagan Spirit Gathering, of- 
fered by Circle Sanctuary, takes place June 
15-21. It is advertised as a “multicultural, 
international celebration of Summer Solstice”. 
Circle is also offering aSchool for Priestesses 
July 10-15. Contact: Circle, Box 219, Mt. 
Horeb, WI 53572. 
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Political Prisoners 
in the United States 


Donna Goodleaf 
of the Mohawk nation, on the political 
persecution of indigenous peoples and 
the struggle for sovereignty 
Pat Levesseure 
of the Ohio Seven, a group charged and 
jailed for seditious conspiracy 
Theodore Anderson 
New England coordinator for the 


Committee to Free Puerto Rican 
Political Prisoners 


Christina Ryan 


Paralegal for Ohio Seven trials, member 
of Freedom Now! 


anda speaker from the 
Black Panther Party 
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Announcements 


Lesbian Liberation Rally: Sponsored by 
Lesbians for Lesbians, to be held on May 9, 
1992 at the Northampton Center for the Arts 
Lesbians encouraged to come to the rally 
after attending the Pride March, if they wish. 
Featuring crafts, raffles, entertainment, 
speakers and music. 1-4 pm, with a concert 
by Alix Dobkin at 8 pm. Donation requested 
forrally. Concert: $12 in advance, $15 at the 
door. 


Pride March: Community involvement is 
still needed for the 1992 Lesbian, Gay, Bi- 
sexual Pride March, slated for May 9 in 
Northampton. All those interested inthe Long 
Range Planning Committee or subcommit- 
(ees on Stage/Rally; Program; Accessibility; 
Fund Raising; Publicity; or Peacekeeping, 
please call 586-5000 FMI and contact num- 
bers. The Steering Committee (composed of 
4 lesbians, 4 gay men & 4 bisexual persons— 
2 women & 2 men) mects Sundays 2-5 pm at 
The Family Planning Council’s conference 
room (3rd floor) in Northampton. The public 
is invited to attend. Donations are greatly 
appreciated; P.O. Box 280, Hadley, MA 
01035. 


Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Community Cen- 
ter: Plans are still underway to start a LGB 
Community Center in Northampton, to pro- 
vide accessible meeting space for social, 
political and self-help groups serving the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and sexual minority 
communities. The project group has been 
meeting monthly, with the goal of moving the 
project toward non-profit status and consid- 
ering a structure for running the center ona 
permanent basis. Volunteers and new mem- 
bers are eagerly welcomed. Meetings are the 
first Tuesday of cach month, 7-9 pm, Unitar- 
ian Church Basement, Northampton. If you 
can’t come to the meetings, but wish to con- 
tnibufe time ormoncy, call Amy at 586-6684, 
Karen at 585-5895, or David & Jeff at 586- 
6817; or write L/G/B Community Center 
Project, P.O. Box 60051, Florence Station, 
Northampton, 01060-0051. 


The Everywoman’s Center: The EWC is 
offering a comprehensive career & job as- 
sistance program, “Effective Strategies for 
Coping with Job Loss and Unemployment.” 
Consists of 3 components: “‘Graduating into 
the Recession” is a series of workshops for 
college seniors. “Losing Your Job” is a spe- 
cial 8-week group for women who have been 
laid off, fired or who are afraid they will be. 
“Forty-Five and Older: A Program for Older 
Women Who Are Out of Work” combines 
technical assistance & support while ad- 
dressing the problem of age discrimination. 
Free of charge; begins mid or late April. Call 
EWC to register. *** The EWC is co-spon- 
soring Sexual Assault Awareness Month at 
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UMass, films, workshops & other events are 
listed in Valley Women’ s Voice “Calendar” 
listings, *** Winter-Spring hours are Mon- 
Tues-Thurs-Fri 9-4 and Wed 12-4, Counsel- 
ing walk-in hours are Mon & Thurs 12-1:30 
pm. Call-in hours are Mon-Tues-Thurs 10-11 
am & Wed 2-3 pm. Individual & couples 
counseling are available by appointment. All 
EWC services are available to women free of 
charge. Call EWC at 545-0883. 


Coalition for Social Change: People inter- 


ested in developing a resource manual for ° 


low-income womenin the Northampton arca, 
please call Jean Kelly at 584-9676. 


Art Exhibit: “Three Directions: Three 
American Indian Artists,” featuring Jolene 
Rickard, amixed-mediaartist of the Tuscarora 
Nation whose work with photos focuses on 
500 years of resistance; Jaune Quick-to-See 
Smith of the Flatheads, whose “Paper Dolls” 
series deals with the U.S. Government’s his- 
torical treatment of Native Americans; & 
Duane Slick, painter & performance artist of 
the Mesquakie-Winnebago nation. Exhibit 
runs April 2-24. Rickard will present a slide 
lecture April 23 at 5 pm. Hampden Gallery, 
UMass, Mon-Fri 3-7 pm & Sun 2-5 pm. 


Art Exhibit: “Refined/Rebom,” an exhibit 
by contemporary American Indian artists 
Kitty Wagner and Joy Dai Buell. Their 
paintings & assemblages celebrate human 
interaction with the land, and are rooted in 
history, family, religion & storytelling, chal- 
lenging an increasingly technological 
worldview. Through April 17 at Augusta 
Savage Gallery inNew Africa House, UMass; 
Mon & Wed 1-7 pm, Thurs & Fri 1-5 pm. 
FMI call 545-5177. 


Volunteers Needed: The Welfare Advocacy 
Group, based at Western Mass. Legal Services 
in Springfield, is putting together a volunteer 
outreach program to help homeless families 


‘ who are being illegally denied of theirrightto 


shelter by the welfare department. Volunteers 
will be trained; shifts will be 4 hrs/wk with 
reimbursement for child care. The only re- 
quirements are dependability & commitment 
to the effort, though some knowledge of 
Spanish is a plus. Please call Western Mass. 
Legal Services at 1-781-7814. 


Conference: The 3rd Annual Women in the 
TradesConference will be held atthe Radisson 
Hotel in Cromwell, CT on June 13. The 
conference is primarily directed towards 
women who are currently in or who are 
interested in entering the trades & other occu- 
pations which are considered “nontraditional” 
for women; educators, advocates & employ- 
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ment & training professionals are also wel- 
come. Cost of one-day conference, including 
lunch, is $15; childcare will be provided upon 
advance request. FMI contact The Permanent 
commission on the Status of Women at 203- 
566-5702. 


Feminist Lecture Series: WITCH, Wild 
Independent Thinking Crones & Hags, present 
their 1992 feminist lecture series, April 7: 
“Why We Need Old Women in Power,” with 
Emily Culpepper. April 14: “The High Cost 
of Femininity: Passing Lesbians,” with Julia 
Penclope. April21: “Spiritualist Connections: 
Sara Ome Jewett and Her Friends,” with 
Nancy Kelly: April 26: “Lesbian and Main- 
stream Feminism Today,” with Jackie 
Anderson.-All are evening lectures at Crones 
Harvest, 761 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain, 
MA. FMI call 617-868-4785. 


Moved: “Dykes, Disability & Stuff Quar- 
terly”; The Disabled Womyn’s Project; Jewish 
-Lesbian Daughters of Holocaust Survivors 
Book Project; & Lunatic Fringe (Lesbian 
Psychiatric Survivors) have all moved from 
their Boston home to P.O. Box 8773, Madi- 
son, Wisconsin. “Dykes, Disability & Stuff 
Quarterly” is a publication for Lesbians with 
disabilities & health. issues; the Quarterly 
encourages discussions of access and of atti- 
tudinal & architectural barrier removal; they 
routinely offer six media choices as means of 
access to their subscribers. FMI about the 
Quarterly & subscriptions, write them at their 
new Wisconsin address. 


Artists with Disabilities: Resources for 
Artists with Disabilities has been helping 
professional artists with disabilities for the 
last four years, through exhibitions, panel 
discussions and a video documentary, 
“Women Artists Disabled.” This group 
handles hundreds of requests for information 
andreferrals from artists. Your tax deductible 
donation will make possible their continuing 
support. Write to Resources for Artists with 
Disabilities, 77 Seventh Avenue, Suite PhG, 
New York, NY 10011-6645. 


AARP Tax Help: Free income tax service 
for older taxpayers is now available, through 
April 15, in all senior centers in Hampshire 
County. This service is sponsored by the 
American Association for Retired Persons in 
conjunction with the IRS and the Mass De- 
partment of Revenue. Taxpayers are asked to 
call the senior center nearest to them for more 
information, in Amherst, Belchertown, 
Easthampton, Granby, Hadley, Hatfield, 
Northampton, South Hadley, Southampton, 
Ware, and Williamsburg. 


= i | 

PP wat vor TSA PLOTS 
ON THIS VOLUPTUOUS WHAT Le IT BE NEXT? 

“FABULOUS FOOTBINDING Ar" 

é “OPTIVATING 

CLITORIDECTOMIES Po 


i 


AND T JUST REAP ABOUT A NEW 

FEMALE Wore 

MORE COMPLICATED AND EXPENSIVE , oF 
COURSE, BUT Now A WOMAN DOESN'T 


i 
MANLY BoDiLy { 
HAVE To RISX THE Guy's WAATH 


FUNCTIONS? GoP 7 
, xz 


WELL, WHAT po you expec ? 

IT WORKS. TEACHING WOMEN To HATE 
THEIR Bodies Is A GREAT WAY 

TO DISTRACT US FRoM GOING ON 
PATRIARCHY - SMASHING RAMPAGES. | 
GIRLS ARE STARTING TO Spee 

__ DIET 1 Fourth GRADE, 


CAM WEAR. IT's YW THE suPREME CouRT 
{ HAS HS WAY, SHE MIGHT kG 


PERMISSION “yO GET 


Call for Submissions: Sage; A Scholarly 
Journal on Black Women is soliciting essays, 
personal narratives, interviews, and docu- 
ments for the following upcoming issues. 
Religion Issue: on religious & spiritual expe- 
riences, deadline September 15, 1992. FMI 
write to Sage, P.O. Box 42471, Atlanta, GA 
30311-0741. 


Live Music Project: UMass radio station 
WMUA 91.1 FM announces the Live Music 
Project, airing weekly on Tuesday evenings 
7-9:30 pm. The program provides a vehicle 
for the presentation of all genres of live 
music, either local or visiting performers. 
Listeners have the opportunity to see the 
performances as they are being pre-recorded 
for broadcast. The Live Music Project will 
review submissions by any performer wish- ” 
ing to submit music. Call Ami Bennitt at 545- 
2876, or write Ami Bennitt, Director, Live 
Music Project, clo WMUA, 102 Campus 
Center, UMass, Amherst, MA 01003. 


Golden Threads: The 6th Annual Golden 
Threads Celebration will take place June 26- 
28 at the Provincetown Inn in Provincetown, 
MA. Golden Threads is a worldwide social 
network of Lesbian women over 50, and 
women who are interested in older women— 
no Lesbian woman is excluded. The cel- 
ebration will include a banquet, dancing, 
sing-a-longs and rap sessions. FMI contact 
Christine Burton, Golden Threads, P.O. Box 
3177, Burlington, VT 05401-0031. 


Lesbian Garden Surplus Giveaway: As ifs 
been a hard year for low-income lesbians, the 
planis for lesbians with gardens to grow extra 
fruits and veggies. At harvest time, there will 
be 3 distribution points for dykes with extra 
produce to drop it off, and lesbians who are 
unemployed or on low/fixed incomes can - 
pick it up. Distribution points will be in: 
Greenfield, Boston and Northampton/ 
Amherst. For dates and location see the Les- 
bians for Lesbians Newsletter, The Lesbian 
Qutlook April issue, or call Sidney Spinster 
at (413) 773-0888. 


Meeting Times: Kaleidoscope, a group for 
older lesbians, gays, bisexuals & friends meets 
Ist Mon every month at 6:30 at Bangs 
Community Center, Amherst; FMI call Corrie 
at 525-2188 Queer Nation meets every Wed 
6-7 pm (all queers welcome); and ACT-UP 
meets every Wed 7:30-8:30 pm —both groups 
meet at Bangs Community Center. Tell, 
Therapy Exploitation Link Line, a support 
group for victims of sexual assault by thera- 
pists, clergy or health care professionals, 
meets the 4th Fri of every monthat7 pm; FMI 
call 549-1183. TRY, a resource & referral 
center for birth parents, adoptees & adoptive 
parents, meets the 3rd Sun every month at 2 
pm & 3rd Wed every month at7 pm; FMI call 
584-6599. 
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April 1-4 
Film Festival: “Just Because cf Who We Are”: 
International and U.S. Lesbians of Color Film/ 
Video Festival. April 1: following videos, panel: 
‘The Intersections of Sexuality and Revolutionary 
Stugegle in Communities of Color: We Cannot 
Live Without Our Lives’. April 3, following vid- 
eos, Lesbians of Color Erotica reading (all women 
of color invited). April 4, Videomaker Cheryl 
Dunye speaks following her videos. 4/1 - 43, 
videos at 7pm; 4/4, at 5:30pm. Free. Wheelchair 
accessible. Franklin Patterson Hall, Hampshire 
College. FMI call Cara or Sayeeda at 586-7699. 
April 1 
Lecture: Women’s Studies Brown Bag Lunch. 
“Mystery Dance: On the Evolution of Human 
Sexuality,” with Lynn Margulis. 12:15-1:30, 
UMass Campus Center 804-808. FMI call 545- 
1922. 
April 2 
Lecture: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Studies Brown 
Bag Lunch. “AIDS: Ten Years Later,” with Albey 
Reiner. 12-1:30, UMass Campus Center 911. FMI 
call 545-4824. 
April 2-4, 8-11 
Play: “Golden Girls,” a play about five amateur 
women athletes, 3 black & 2 white competing for 
four places on a 100 meter relay track team. It 
explores racism, exploitationof athletes, pressures 
of ambition & corporate exploitation. 8 pm, Theatre 
14, Mendenhall Center for the Performing Arts, 
Smith College. $4 general; $2 students & senior 
citizens; Wed. April 8 all tickets $1. FMI & res- 
ervations call 585-3220. 
April 3 
Music: Ann Reed, acoustic singer & songwriter. 
Free. 8pm, Mt. Holyoke College Blanchard Center. 
April 3-4 
Performance: “butchfemmelezziedykefag,” a 
one-woman show with comedian/performance 
artist Lea Delaria. $10 in advance, $12 at door. 8 
pm, Northampton Center for the Arts. Accessible. 
FMI call 584-7327. 
April 4 
Workshop: “Creativity: A Free Workshop for 
Lesbians,” an introductory workshop to discuss 
what creativity is, how it gets blocked, how we 
lesbians can free our creativity and build self- 
confidence.With Mary Clare Powell. Sponsored 
by Flower Foundation. Call for sign language 
interpreting. Accessible location. 10 am - 4 pm, 
Northampton Unitarian Society. FMI call Mary 
Clare at 247-9604. 
April 5 
Music: Erica Wheeler and Cormac McCarthy, 
two singer-songwriter-guitarists. 8 pm, Amherst 
College Campus Center Frontroom. 
Music: Two Nice Girls; four talented women 
performing their unusual blend of politics, humor, 
sexual independence, satirically reworked covers, 
& originals with a folk, rock&roll, disco & blue- 
grass sound. Plus acoustic singer-songwriter 
Ksenia Mack. $10.50. 8 pm at Nightstage, 823 
Main St., Cambridge, MA. FMI call 617-884- 
5540. 
April 6 
Lecture: “Race and Gender Discrimination in 
Negotiating the Purchase of a New Car,” with 
Peter Siegelman. 4 pm, Amherst College Octagon, 
Babbott Room. 
Lecture: ‘Women, Technology and Work: The 
Gender Division of Labor in U.S. Manufacturing 
1850-1920,” with Jens Christiansen. 4:30 pm, Mt. 
Holyoke College Dickinson House Living Room. 
Reading: Poetry reading by Cheryl Clarke. 7:30 
pm, Smith College Neilson Library Browsing 
Room. 
April 7 
Reading: Leslea Newman will present a writing 
workshop for women about eating and body image 
concerns. Free. 7:30 pm, Amherst College John- 
son Chapel Bruss Room. 
Lecture: “Titian’s Women: From Violence to Sex 
in Renaissance Venice,” with Rona Goffen. 7 pm, 
Mt. Holyoke College Gamble Auditorium. 
Lecture: “‘We’re Women Folks’: Mary Wilkins 
Freeman’s Vision of Sexuality, Spinsterhood & 
Autonomy in 19th Century New England,” with 
Leah Glasser. 7:30 pm, Mt. Holyoke College 
Dickinson House Living Room. 
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April3 
Lecture: Women’s Studies Brown Bag Lunch. 
“Trends in College Athletics: Are the Cuts Fair to 
Women?” with Edwin Gentzler. 12:15-1:30, 
UMass Campus Center 917. FMI call 545-1922. 
April 9 
Lecture: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Studies Brown 
Bag Lunch. “Variables in Gay Slang/Constants in 
Gay Oppression,” with Samuel Delany. 12-1:30, 
UMass Campus Center 911. FMI call 545-4824. 
Reading: Sharon Olds, author of 3 collections of 
poctry, will read from her work. Free. 4:30 pm, 
Amherst College Johnson Chapel. 
Workshop: Rape and Racism Workshop, in 
connection with Sexual Assault Awareness Month, 
co-sponsored by the Everywoman’s Center. 7-9 
pm, UMass Campus Center 917. FMI call 545- 
0883. 
Film: “We Are Here to Stay,” a documentary on 
Gay Games I] in Vancouver, 1990. Sponsored by 
LBGA. Free. 7 pm, UMass Campus Center 908. 
Lecture: ‘“‘Women Scientists in America: What 
Has Happened Since 1940?” with Margaret 
Rossiter. 7:30 pm, Mt. Holyoke College Gamble 
Auditorium. 
April 10 
Lecture: Camille Paglia, author of Sexual Per- 
sonae, will speak. 3:30 pm, Smith College Wright 
Hall Auditorium. Proceed at your own risk. 
Reading: Melinda Goodman, author of Middle 
Sister, reads from her work. Winner of the 1991 
Astraea Foundation Poetry Award (one of only 
two lesbian grant-giving foundations in the 
country). Women only. 7 pm, Lunaria Bookstore, 
Northampton. 
Lecture: “Homosocial Desire in English Litera- 
ture,” with Eve Sedgwick, pioneer in the field of 
gay studies. 7:30 pm, Amherst College Stim Au- 
ditorium. 
Dance: Women’s Dance, sponsored by LGBA 
and the Lesbian Bisexual Women’s Union. $3.9 
pm-l am, UMass Campus Center Blue Wall. 
April 10-12 
Conference: The 6th Annual Fight for Abortion 
Rights and Reproductive Freedom at Hampshire 
College. April 10: “Breaking Silences: An Abor- 
tion Speak-Out,” 7:30 pm. April 11: Speaking 
Out, performances, workshops, staged readings. 
April 12: Organizing for Reproductive Freedom 
on Campuses, 9:30 am - 12:30 pm. Free & open to 
the public; Franklin Patterson Hall, wheelchair 
accessible. Breakfast & lunch provided on Satur- 
day & Sunday. Free housing & childcare are 
available with advance registration. ASL or Spanish 
interpreters provided with 2-weeks notice. FMI & 
to pre-register, call 459-4600, x 645 or 719. 
April 12 
Music: Flower-Thief, an all-female trio perform- 
ing all original songs which combine acoustic 
subtleties and a harder rocking edge. Plus Jill 
Tumer, and the acoustic trio, Darshan. $3. 7:30- 
9:30 pm, North Star in Northampton. 
Music: Eileen McGann, a Canadian Celtic-in- 
fluenced singer-songwriter; and Salamander 
Crossing, a local trio of folk, bluegrass & swing. 
$6, $1 with Amherst College ID. 8 pm, Amherst 
College Campus Center Frontroom. 
April 14 
Colloquium: “Issues of Breast Cancer,” panel of 
survivors and medical professionals. Free. 7:30 
pm, Amherst College Octagon, Babbott Room. 
April 15 
Lecture: Women’s Studies Brown Bag Lunch. 
“Sexual Assault on Campus,” with Veronica 
Frenkel. 12:15-1:30, UMass Campus Center 804- 
808. FMI call 545-1922. 
April 16 
Lecture: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Studies Brown 
Bag Lunch. “Lesbian Politics: Fight ‘em or Join 
‘em,” with Jean Grossholtz. 12-1:30, UMass 
Campus Center 911. FMI call 545-4824. 
Lecture: “Recovering the Lives of Roman 
Women,” with Elaine Fantham. 4:15 pm, Smith 
College Wright Hall Common Room. 
Lecture: “Women’s Culture and Lesbian-Femi- 
nist Activism: A Reconsideration,” with Verta 
Taylor. 4:30 pm, Smith College Seelye Hall 10. 


Reading: Poetry Reading by contributors to The 
Siren, the magazine of Smith College’s Lesbian/ 
Bisexual Alliance. 7 pm, Smith Neilson Library 
Browsing Room. 

Lecture: “Portrait of the Artistas a Young Woman: 
Virginia Woolf at Fifteen,” with Katharine 
Dalseimer. 8 pm, Amherst College Octagon, 
Babbott Room. 

April 17, 18, 19 

Theater: “Lilith’s Leg,” an Amherst College 
student performance group will present a pro- 
vocative piece about women, body, and food. 
Free. 8 pm, Amherst College Valentine Dining 
Hall. 

April 18 

Musical Event: “A Loaf of Bread, A Container of 
Milk anda Stick of Butter,” a concert performance 
of songs & music monologues by local composer 
& vocalist Lisa DeGrace, Voluntary donations. 8 
pm, Franklin Patterson Building Main Lecture 
Hall, Hampshire College. FMI call Lisa at 586- 
0729 or Mike at 586-7992. 

April 21 

Lecture: ““When the Gift Gives Itself Away: the 
Economics of Gender in Ancient Greece,” with 
Deborah Lyons. 4:30 pm, Amherst College Oc- 
tagon, Babbott Room. 

Workshop: Self-Defense for Women, in connec- 
tion with Sexual Assault Awareness Month, co- 
sponsored by the Everywoman’s Center. 7-9 pm, 
UMass Campus Center 165. FMI call 545-0883. 
April 22 

Film: “Dreamworlds: Desire, Sex, Power in Rock 
Video,” in connection with Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month, co-sponsored by the 
Everywoman’s Center. 7-9:30 pm, UMass Herter 
Hall 227. FMI call 545-0883. 

April 23 

Panel: Political Prisoners in the United States: 
Are You or Your Organization At Risk? See ad 
p-10 Campus Center Rm 101 UMass, 7:00. FMI 
call Valley Women’s Voice. 

Lecture: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Studies Brown 
Bag Lunch. “Nazi Persecution of Gays During the 
Holocaust,” with Warren Blumenfeld. 12-1:30, 
UMass Campus Center 911. FMI call 545-4824. 
Film: “Pink Triangles,” a study of prejudice against 
gays & lesbians; and also “For Love and For Life,” 
a documentary on the 1987 March for Gay & 
Lesbian Rights. Sponsored by LBGA. Free. 7 pm, 
UMass Campus Center 908. 

Workshop: Workshop on Oppression, offered by 
WomenSpeak and Students Organized Against 
Racism. 7 pm, Amherst College Campus Center 
McCaffrey Room. 

Lecture: “Aversion, Perversion, Diversion,” with 
Samuel Delany. Keynote address celebrating 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Awareness Week. 7:30 
pm, Amherst College Converse Assembly Room. 
April 24 

Reading: Award-winning poet Margaret Robison 
will read from her recently released book, Red 
Creek, and poetry she has written about the ex- 
perience of recovery from a stroke. 7 pm, Lunaria 
Bookstore, Northampton. Women only. 

April 25 

Benefit: 8th Annual Do-a-Thon for Necessities/ 
Necesidades, an organization for battered women, 
At 10am, a rally on the Unitarian Society Lawn, 
220 Main St, Northampton with speakers, per- 
formers & artists. At 11:30 am, participants begin 
to “do” whatever they like for pledges. And/or 
participants can cover aSkm route by walking, 
biking, roller-skating, wheeling or running. 
Wheelchair accessible with water & restrooms at 
half-way point. First aid & on-site childcare pro- 
vided. People of all ages invited to seek sponsors 
to support their“‘doing.” Pledge forms available at 
Necessities/Necesidades. FMI call 586-1125. 
Workshop: Mini-Workshop on Self-Defense for 
Women with Nathalie Ishizuka. $1.4 pm, Amherst 
College Moore Dormitory. 

Workshop: “Exploring the Challenges of Inti- 
macy,” a one-day workshop for adult daughters of 
alcoholics and other dysfunctional families. Free. 
Pre-register by April 24. Offered by the 
Everywoman’s Center, FMI call 545-0883. 


Dance: Benefit Dance for Valley Women’s Mar- 
tial Arts. Achem-free, women-only benefit dance. 
$3 - $10 sliding scale admission. 9 pm, Smith 
College Field House. 

April 25-26 

Exhibit & Peformance: “Drawing the Line,” an 
exhibit of photos of lesbian sex, taken by artist 
Susan Stuart which range from least to most 
controversial and which invite viewers to write 
their comments on the wall, opens April 25 at 
Thornes Market’s APE gallery in Northampton. 
The show runs through May 18. $3 suggested 
donation.On April 26 “Sex and Art,” a fundraising 
performance for the exhibit, will be emceed by 
Lea Delaria; Susie Bright, former editor of “On 
Our Backs” performs her “State of the Union 
Address for Lesbians”: the Kiss and Tell Collec- 
tive, creators of the exhibit, peform ‘True Inver- 
sions”. $17, FMI & ticket information call 1-800- 
THE-TICK. 

April 26 

Café: Lesbian, Bisexual, Gay Café Series. Singer 
Sara Cytron from New York; plus Justina and 
Joyce, local folk singers. 8 pm, UMass Hampden 
Theater. 

April 27 

Lecture: “Pack of Lies: Tobacco Advertising and 
the Creation of Addiction for Children and 
Women,” with Jean Kilboume and Richard Pollay. 
7-9 pm, UMass Bowker Auditorium. 

Film & Lecture: “Survival of a Small City,” a 
film by Nancy Salzer. Free. 4:15 pm. Lecture by 
Ms. Salzer, entitled “Alien Too: Scripting of a Sci- 
Fi Documentary.” 7:30 pm, both at Mt. Holyoke 
College, Dwight 101. Reception to follow at 
Dickinson House. 

April 28 

Lecture: “Against the Tide: A Study of Women 
Activists,” with Mary Bray Schatzkamer. 7:30 
pm, Mt. Holyoke College Dickinson House. 
April 30 

Lecture: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Studies Brown 
Bag Lunch. “Same Sex Marriages,” with Gretchen 
Stiers. 12-1:30, UMass Campus Center 911. FMI 
call 545-4824. 

Speak-Out: Speak-Out Against Sexual Assault, 
in connection with Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month, co-sponsored by the Everywoman’s Center. 
Noon, UMass Student Union. FMI call 545-0883.- 
Theater: “Plath: Poems in Performance,” a per- 
formance piece based on Sylvia Plath’s Three 
Women: A Poem for Three Voices. $4; $2 students 
and senior citizens. 8 pm, Mt. Holyoke College 
Lab Theatre. 
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Beth Holt—Massage Therapy for Women. Re- 
duce stress, increase circulation. Sports massage 
available. Sliding fee scale. Special student rates. 
Call for an appointment: 584-0311. 


Meditation Retreats for Lesbians and Gay Men. 
Led by Arinna Weissman, Eric Kolvig. April 10- 
12, June 12-15. For Lesbians only: Oct. 2-4. Call 
Karen Reed: 586-3516. 


Fourth Annual East Coast Lesbians Festival: Music, 
art, comedy, theater, private lake, comfortable 
cabins, fabulous food. Margie Adam, Alix Dobkin, 
Sue Fink, Justina and Joyce, Pam Hall, Suede, Zoe 
Lewis, Erica Wheeler and much, much more. 
Write to: Particular Productions, 279 Lester Ave 
#3, Oakland CA 94606 (510) 763-9228. 


Manufacturing Co. in Holyoke looking for expe- 
rienced production person to lead quality control 
department. Contact Casey Wenz 533-6300 or 


forward resume to PO Box 2531 Holyoke MA 
01041. 


Orange male cat ,9 monthsold, bom in wild, needs 
permanent (non-smoking) loving home for extra- 


special attention/care. Playful but shy w/people. 
OK w/other cats. Call 256-8244. 


